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A community living hope – 1 Peter 1:1-12 
Further reading and Discussion material 

 
Introduction: 
The author of this letter is the Apostle Peter (1:1) and his scribe assistant is Silvanus 
(5:12).  The letter is written while Peter is in Rome, to the collective of church 
communities spread throughout Asia minor – these are named in 1:1 and they are, 
collectively addressed as “God’s elect, exiles scattered..”.  
 
Following the greeting of vs 1-2, the opening section (vs 3-12) forms an introduction to 
the whole letter; it is a long sentence strategically introducing the key themes that he is 
going to elaborate in the remaining part o the letter.  Peter wants the people of these 
scattered communities to appreciate that while they are seen and treated as visiting 
foreigners and resident aliens in their own land because of their obedience to Jesus 
Christ, they are known by God, called by God, and belong to God.  Their persecution and 
subsequent suffering because they are people obedient to Jesus Christ (1:2)  
 
Before further investigation of the text, consider the types and intensity of challenges 
faced by followers of Jesus who seek to remain obedient to Jesus Christ while eager to 
proclaim in word and life, the gospel of Jesus; and on a page or in your head, draw the 
continuum of ‘Full assimilation’ with the local community on one side and ‘Total 
withdrawal and segregation’ on the other: 

 What justification or motive would Christians have for seeking to fully assimilate 
with the local community? 

 What justification or motive would Christians have for seeking to totally 
withdraw and segregate from the local community? 

 Thinking about the above continuum, what strategies for evangelism/faith 
sharing might be important to consider and what activity or lifestyle might be 
important to reject or be cautious about or of? 

 What temptations might YOU face in seeking to live one extreme or the other? 
 
Digging deeper for personal reflection or group discussion: 
Verses 3-5 

1. God is praised/eulogized/honoured/glorified – because he has given us ‘new 
birth’! (3) 

a. According to Peter, the focus of the goodness of God and the reason he is 
‘eulogised’ is that God has given us ‘new birth’.  The significance of this 
reality must not be overlooked – God has redeemed us by new birth 

i. Look at John 3 and Jesus encounter with Nicodemus – and 
remember that Peter would have got this story first hand from 
Jesus.  What is involved in this ‘new birth’? 

ii. What does this say about the believers life now and their life in the 
future? 

2. New birth is into a living hope (3) and lasting inheritance (4) 
a. The grammatical construction of this passage suggests that the new birth 

is into both living hope and promised inheritance.  
i. This ‘new birth’ is a present reality and as such governs or guides 

the way we view our hope and our inheritance – What does this say 
to you or what questions does it raise for you? 
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ii. Given the current suffering of the believers that Peter writes to, 
what is the significance of what he writes about the inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil, fade? (4) 

iii. What is the significance of Peter writing “this inheritance is kept in 
heaven for you?” 

3. This inheritance will be ours when the coming salvation is revealed in the ‘last 
time’ (5)  

a. The grammar and flow of Peter’s argument indicate a view of new life and 
salvation that can be stated in this way: 

i. New Birth into a living hope now with a view to experiencing 
Salvation on the day of Christ’s return. 

ii. Discuss together what this ‘in-between’ time is to look like and be 
filled and focused with? 

 
Verses 6-9 

1. There is to be great rejoicing therefore in all that has been discussed above – that 
is, rejoice that you have been born anew into a living hope and the promise of an 
inheritance that is guarded and protected by God. 

a. Think about the significance of this and why this ought to engender great 
joy? 

b. Peter tells us that the reality of grief and all types of trials enables our faith 
to be proven.   

i. Why does suffering appear to be necessary or inevitable or even 
allowed? 

1. In considering this, recognize that suffering is a consequence 
of rebellion against God and evil in this world.  God is 
redeeming his creation but in the meantime we are 
foreigners and aliens in a world that does not honour or 
respect God.  We however do and our faith and the activity 
that comes from this positions us against the forces and 
attitudes that are opposed to God.  

ii. What about the living hope and guarded inheritance also helps us in 
times of suffering and trials? 

2. Our thoughts are brought back to the new birth we have, into a living hope by 
verse 7(b) and 8.  

a. ‘When Jesus Christ is revealed’ (7b) – points the believer to the reality of 
Christ’s return and what is guaranteed and will be delivered. Verse 8 
reminds the readers that they have not seen Jesus Christ yet you love him 
and trust in him and you are filled with the joy now because of the hope 
you have in what is assured and guaranteed.  

i. What are some practical implications of this for your life and the 
challenges you face and the way you might help others. 

b. ‘The salvation of your souls” – verse 5 has already introduced the term 
‘salvation’ and here in this verse we gain further understanding as to this 
‘salvation’ – it is the salvation of the total human being.  In the New 
Testament, the ‘soul’ is the integrated totality of the human and when 
linked to salvation within this text, especially given what has been already 
written in verse 5 about the coming salvation revealed at the last day, the 
focus is certainly on a future salvation ‘in heaven’. “In 1 Peter, the benefits 
of the new birth are a present reality, but salvation is yet to be revealed at 
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the end of history…, soteria (salvation) refers to the ultimate deliverance 
that is the final goal of redemptive history and in which believers in Christ 
will partake” (Karen Jobes ‘1 Peter’)  

 
Verses 10-12 

1. In these closing thoughts of the introduction, Peter emphasizes the unity of God at 
work in both the old covenant and the new covenant.  We will see throughout 1 
Peter that he weaves the message of the prophets clearly into the redemptive 
story of God.  Far from encouraging the readers of his letter to think of two 
stories, he integrates the one message of salvation, interwoven by the Spirit of 
Christ.  

a. What is the significance of Peter writing that it is the Spirit of Christ that 
enable the prophets of old to search and find and write what they did? 

b. Why is Peter able to see the gospel of Christ in the Old Testament?  And 
what is the evidence of this in the gospel accounts themselves? – look at 
the end of Luke’s gospel. 

c. The OT prophets witnessed the suffering that would befall the Messiah 
they foretold this and prepared people to see that the long years of exile 
and waiting for the redemption of God was worthwhile for there would be 
‘glories’ to come.  Peter was the one who opposed Jesus messianic 
declaration that he must suffer and now Peter is teaching his communities 
that they must embrace the suffering for the ultimate redemption of 
creation.   

i. As you look over this whole introductory passage, how are you: 
1. Encouraged 
2. Challenged 
3. Confused 

ii. Spend some time in prayer seeking the Spirit of Christ to convict 
you and guide you as you seek to live obedient to Christ and in the 
knowledge of the new birth you have into a living hope. 

 
  


