
James 2:1-13: Disciples Love and Welcome All 

Sermon Discussion Resources, October 27th, 2019 

In chapter 2 of James, he starts to unpack his first issue that was alluded to in Chapter 1. James calls 

the community not to live by the standards of the world, and discriminate among people in their 

community, but to live by Kingdom standards demonstrating God’s love and welcome for all. 

 

Discussion starters: 

1. Have you ever felt the sting of judgement in the broader community?  What happened? 

How did that make you feel? How did you respond? Take time to share some stories in your 

groups or reflect individually on where you have felt this way.  

 

2. How might you have experienced similar things in the church? (Please be thoughtful about 

who is in your group as you share this, leaving names and identifying details off. The aim of 

this is for all of us to learn how actions can impact others, not to cast blame on others.) 

 

3. How might we (as a church community, not just leadership) discriminated among others? 

Greg Paul speaks about five ways churches discriminate today. Do you agree/disagree with 

these? How might we see these occurring in our community?  

i. Rich over Poor  

ii. Similar over Different (Theology, denomination etc)  

iii. Powerful over Vulnerable) 

iv. ‘Insiders’ over ‘Outsiders’ 

v. One race, gender or social condition over another 

 

Read James 2:1-13 together.  

1. James makes a clear statement in v1 “My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ must not show favouritism”. He supports this statement with the example of the 

rich and poor man. We may not demonstrate our favouritism in such clear ways but how do 

we show similar attitudes? 

 

2. James raises a question that outlines a few key issues in V4: 

a. The believers were discriminating amongst themselves 

i. Compare this attitude with Galatians 3:26-29. 

 

b. The believers were judging others 

i. Compare this attitude with James 4:11-12. 

 

c. The believers were judging from an ‘evil/worldly’ baseline. They weren’t judging 

based on God’s Kingdom values of justice and mercy, but of worldly values of 

wealth, social prestige and position.  

i. Compare this attitude with Matthew 7:1-5. 

 

 



James then continues to show why the people of God shouldn’t show favouritism.  

1. His first reason is shown in V5-7, it is in contrast to the attitude of God.  

The majority of believers present in the Jerusalem church hearing this letter read out would 

have been poor. Not only has God chosen the poor to come into his family, but we see this 

also with his description of Jesus as ‘glorious’ (v1). Jesus was not from the wealthy elite, yet 

God raised him to glory. Explore some of the following verses to understand God’s lack of 

partiality in different contexts: 

i. Job 34:19 – Rich / poor 

ii. Acts 10:34 – Jew / Gentile 

iii. Romans 2:11 – In regard to sin and judgment 

 

2. Not only are they going against the attitude of God, they are allowing those who are 

persecuting them, and the name of Jesus to set the agenda in their churches. This is some of 

the worldly thinking that is referred to in V4. Where might we have allowed the agenda of 

the world to shape the way we respond to others? 

 

3. His second reason is that favouritism is against the commands of God (v8-11) 

We all know and recited the command of God to love him with all our heart and our 

neighbour as ourselves. It’s the combination of Lev 19:18 with Deut 6:5. It’s often called the 

Shema and was well known in Jewish practice and prayers. Those hearing this letter 

probably recited this weekly if not daily! Showing favouritism is against God’s command to 

love others, and renders people as lawbreakers.  

a. Jesus stretches this command further when he is on earth, Jn 13:34-35. 34 “A new 

command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.” Jesus calls us to not only love others as we love ourselves, but to love 

others sacrificially, as he did for us. What might that mean for our time, possessions, 

gifts and resources?  

 

b. If as God’s people we are to be known by our love for one another, how does 

showing favouritism and discrimination impact, not only our relationships but our 

witness as we live as God’s people in the community? How have we seen this lived 

out in our community and the media? How would living this command fully change 

the way Christians might be perceived in our community.  

Finally this passage reminds us speak & act as those who follow Jesus Christ.  

V11-12 highlights that if we do not show mercy, we will not be shown mercy. Does this mean we are 

saved by works as well, and not by grace alone? No, I don’t believe this is what James is saying here. 

He is calling us to live out our faith in the way we act towards others.  

As believers, we often prefer to emphasise the gospel according to Paul: 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:9)  

The gospel according to James suggests:  
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 

such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of 



you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

James reminds us of Abraham’s actions of faith as he followed God’s command. James 2:22-24 You 

see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what 

he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 

as righteousness,”[e] and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous 

by what they do and not by faith alone. 

James is seeking to point out that our works demonstrate our faith to a watching world. The way the 

Jerusalem church is treating people does not demonstrate the character or the commands of the 

God they follow to the world around them. We are called to demonstrate God’s love and his 

welcome to all people, with no partiality. In the same way he demonstrated it to us.  

1. Discuss as a group how the integration of our works demonstrates the faith we have. 

Particularly, if as believers we submit to the Lordship of Christ in our lives, how that 

necessarily impacts every area of our lives. What areas of our lives might need to be 

submitted to the Lordship of Christ if not already? 

So, how might we practically seek to action this over the coming weeks? 

1. Pray – pray for someone or a group of people you find hard to love. It might be a cultural 

group, a group of people at church, a group in your community you judge. Pray for them. 

Align your thoughts for them to the thoughts of God. James suggests our judgement stems 

from ungodly thoughts, so start by aligning our thoughts to his.  

a. Who could you pray for this week? 

 

2. Look for God’s image in every person – Make it a small practice to ask this week of every 

person you encounter ‘what of God’s image can I see in this person?’ No matter how 

different they are to you, how can you see the image of God expressed in that person.  

a. Who do you need to see with God’s eyes this week? 

 

3. Seek to draw alongside someone different to you – Seek to listen and learn. Often we judge 

what we do not know, because it some ways, we fear it. Sometimes we simply see ourselves 

pridefully as better than others. So intentionally put yourself in a position to listen, learn and 

serve another person.  

a. How might you be able to listen and learn from someone different to you this 

week? 

Share some of your reflections to these questions with the group and pray for one another. 

Remember to ask one another next week how you went at following through on these! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30317e

