
Pressing on towards the Goal – Week 4 
Missional Living – Fulfilling God’s Good Purpose 

Further Reflection and Discussion Material - Philippians 2:12-18 (NIV) 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and 
pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will 
shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I 
will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am 
being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

 

1. Note the strength of Paul’s feeling towards the Christians at Philippi : 1:3-4,7-8; 2:12 

- Do you recall people and events at the beginning of the Church in Philippi? Acts 16:6-34 
- What factors contribute to such a warm greeting from Paul?  

How might we encourage Christian friends and our own community at GWAC?  

Share how this is being done. Share one encouragement that you could do next week. 

 

2. Philippians 2:12, 13 bring together two aspects of our Christian life.  

First: What comfort does verse 13 bring to you, “for it is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose”?  

Secondly: What challenge does verse 12 bring to you, “Therefore, my dear friends, as you 
have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue 
to work out your salvation with fear and trembling”?  

Thirdly: The healing of the man in John 5:1-8 illustrates both God’s power to heal and the 
man’s participation:  “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”  

Reflect: Are both factors, God’s power and my action, at work in my life? What do I see?  

 

3. “In order to fulfill his (God’s) good purpose” we are to "shine like stars in the sky" - 
What image does this bring to your mind? (13b and 16a)  

In order to “shine among them (our community) like stars in the sky. . . 16 (we are to) hold 
firmly to the word of life”? (Phil 2:15b, 16a)  

Take two minutes to reflect silently on the ways in which you hold firmly to the word of life. 
What supports, encourages and inspires you Share with the group.  



 

4. What are the issues? We live in a darkened world as dual citizens: the Kingdom of God 
and of Australia (or another nation). Jesus said to render (give) to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Mark 12:13-17. Australia is a parliamentary democracy 
and therefore we are to exercise our citizenship wisely and actively.  

Assisted suicide and domestic violence were commented as important matters in our 
community and where our understanding as followers of Jesus Christ as the Word of life is 
vital.  

Note: resources to follow up on assisted suicide and domestic violence:  

Assisted suicide: Resources emailed by Lead Pastor, 22 July 2017, and a website that contains 
a number of fact sheets that you may find helpful http://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/victoria 

What does it take to stop Domestic Violence? http://www.anglicantas.org.au/resources-whatdoesittake/  

What are the issues that challenge the members of the group to “shine among them (our 
community) like stars in the sky. . . 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life”? (Phil 2:15b, 
16a)? Reflect and share.  

 

5. Fifty (50) years later, Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch passed through Philippi on his way to 
be martyred by the beasts in the arena in Rome. F.F.Brucei writes, “Details of Ignatius’ 
stopover in Philippi are lacking but the Philippian Christians were sufficiently interested in 
him to write to Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, asking him to send them copies of Ignatius’ 
letters . . . Polycarp’s reply to their request . . . expresses his joy that ‘they have followed the 
example of true love and have helped on their way, as opportunity offered, those who were 
bound in chains.    I rejoice also that your firmly rooted faith, renowned since early days, 
endures to the present and produces fruit for our Lord Jesus Christ.’ The tree that Paul and 
his associates had planted continued to bear witness to the quality of their workmanship.”  

What will be said of our Christian community, here at GWAC, in fifty (50) years’ time?  

What do we want to be said of us? 

Can we commit to making it so?  

 

“I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.” 

 

Shalom, John ☺  

i F.F. Bruce, Philippians, Good News Bible Commentary, Pickering & Inglis, Great Britain, 1983, p.xix. 
                                                           


