
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 – The Lord’s Supper 

Discussion Materials 

What role does food play in our culture today? How do you see food divide? How do you see food 

bring people together?  

 

Jesus knew the importance of eating together, he ate with the wealthy and the poor, the powerful 

and the powerless. The Gospel of Luke in particular has a strong focus on Jesus eating together with 

others, particularly with the poor and the powerless. How does Jesus redefine group boundaries and 

cultural standards through the following passages? (Your group can pick one to talk through, or 

break into smaller pairs to discuss and then share back with the larger group) 

1. Luke 5:27-31 

2. Luke 7:36-50 

3. Luke 9:10-17 

4. Luke 10:38-42 

5. Luke 11:37-46 

6. Luke 14:1-14 

7. Luke 19:1-10 

 

Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper using the traditional Passover meal. This meal remembered the 

time that the Lord rescued his people from slavery in Egypt and saved them from the final plague of 

the death of the firstborn through the blood of the lamb that they painted on their doorposts. Jesus 

used this meal to redefine his people, in the same way the blood of the lamb defined those who 

were Israelites.  

Read the passage in the gospel of Luke and discuss it’s meaning and relevance, particularly in regard 

to what Jesus had been demonstrating through meals up to this point in the Gospel of Luke.  

• Luke 22:14-38 

 

Read Together 1 Cor 11:17-34 

As we turn to 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, there are three key sections that tie together.  

The first (v 17-23) highlights the issue in the Corinthian church. 

Paul reports that the meetings “are doing more harm than good” and they are “humiliating those 

who have nothing”. It appears that the church is divide when they gather for a meal. Most likely, 

given the culture of the day, the wealthy would be eating inside within the formal dining room, 

earlier in the afternoon, and the lower-class members would be coming at the end of the work day, 

gathering in the outer court area, and only getting whatever food was left over.  

How does this practice contrast with the way Jesus used meals? Why might Paul be suggesting ‘it is 

not the Lord’s Supper you eat?’ 

 



 

The second (v23-26) reminds the Corinthian church of what the meal is supposed to demonstrate. 

The Lord’s supper should be a reminder, not just in term of jogging memory, but in terms of 

reflection that leads to faithful action. How does the Lord’s Supper demonstrate the unity we have in 

Christ? How does the Lord’s Supper demonstrate Jesus sacrifice for us?  

 

Paul mentioned in V 23 ‘on the night he was betrayed’, how does this link with our discussion 

around the Corinthian church and what was evident in the institution of the Lords supper in Luke 

22? 

 

 

The third (27-34) demonstrates the result of the current behaviour in the Corinthian church.  

Verse 26 reminders the Corinthian church that this meal is not only to look back on Jesus’ death, but 

also to look forward to his coming again. He uses this to springboard to a discussion around 

accountability for their behaviour. In verse 17 Paul highlights that their sin against members of 

Christ’s body, those who are being left out and excluded from the meal by the actions of the 

wealthy, are sinning against Christ himself. How might we see this happen in the church today? 

Particularly around the practice of the Lord’s Supper and more generally around meals together? 

 

There is a strong emphasis on ‘Examining’ and discerning’ in v 28, 29 & 31. How would the art of self-

reflection as a body of Christ help us to avoid getting caught in sin?  

 

The results of this sin, aren’t only that there is judgement by the Lord (v32) but the sin of the people 

results in illness and perhaps even death for others in the community (v30). How might we see the 

results of sin in these areas effect those around us?  

 

Paul still encourages God’s people to eat together (v33) but to put the needs of everyone in the 

picture. Some are suggesting they are ‘hungry’ and can’t wait for those who may be later in arriving, 

yet Paul says that they need to deal with their own needs at home, so they can fully engage in the 

community in a way that demonstrates unity and self-sacrifice to one another as Jesus would desire.  

What might we need to change about: 

a) The way we engage in the Lord’s supper together?  

b) The way we engage in meals together as God’s people? 

 

Perhaps you could plan a time to have a meal together as a life group or with others from the GWAC 

community where you can demonstrate unity and self-sacrifice to one another as you seek to 

encourage one another as part of God’s body. Spend some time praying together as a community 

around the things you have discussed.  


