
Extravagant Hospitality series 

Extravagant Joy 
Luke 24:13–35 

 

 

This week concludes our mini-series on Luke’s Gospel, where we’ve paid particular attention to the 

kinds of gospel hospitality that God and Jesus show to all sorts of people. This is unashamedly so 

that we might continue to be encouraged to demonstrate that same gospel hospitality to all sorts 

of people – both those we might naturally plan to befriend and those we might otherwise baulk at. 

Luke concludes his Gospel with several resurrection accounts. He also takes the opportunity to tie 

together a number of his major themes and to set the scene for what comes next. (Luke’s Gospel 

is like watching through a season of your favourite television show or completing the chapters in a 

novel. He leaves us with a satisfying conclusion – and yet also something of a cliffhanger that drives 

us to start work on his sequel: the book of Acts…) 

Begin by reflecting on your sense of Christian vocation 

Here are some really broad questions to start this week’s reflections. Individually or in a group, it 

can be valuable to give 20–30 minutes to delve into matters that we might otherwise gloss over all 

too quickly. 

1. What is it that you think God calls Christian believers to do? Make a list of actions, and be as 

specific as you can. 

If you need help getting started, or when you’re ready to analyse your list, you might try some more 

specific questions: 

2. What kinds of activities would God have us do? And are there some that you’re more partial 

to than others? Do you like engaging with people or serving behind the scenes? Are you into 

activities that proclaim Jesus through spoken or written words, or do you hope your actions 

will “do the talking”? 

3. Where do you undertake these actions? Are they mostly done at home? At Christian venues? 

At a variety of more public locations? 

4. Whom do you prefer to work with? Give a quick accounting of how many hours each week are 

spent with believers and how many with unbelievers. 

Now add some reflections on looking backwards and looking forwards 

5. What is there in the past that anchors your actions? Are you copying a parent or grandparent? 

Do you belong to some other tradition that traces its values back for decades or longer? 

6. Is there anything in the future that spurs your actions (just as we once might have saved money 

for something important, or surrendered indulgent eating to fit into a wedding outfit)? 

Engage with this week’s passage 

Although the public Bible reading came from Luke 24:13–35, it’s fine to engage the whole chapter. 

God typically acts in surprising ways. Remember we can use the word “surprising” both for delight-

ful new ideas and for less imaginable or less enjoyable routes. 

7. Skim through the events narrated in Luke 24. List occasions where people are surprised. Why 

are they surprised? And how does Jesus respond to their surprise (e.g. 24:5–8, 25–27, 44–49)? 



8. Consider the following analysis: 

 These disciples did not anticipate Jesus’ resurrection because their hopes were more mundane. 

They wanted more immediate gratification, a miraculous liberation of Israel now, without all 

the pain and suffering. – David Garland 

 Is there anything about a suffering Messiah that you’re surprised by or uncomfortable with? 

Look towards your future with God 

9. Luke’s Gospel and its sequel (the book of Acts) and many other parts of the Bible warn us that 

followers of a suffering Messiah will share similar pain and suffering (e.g. Luke 21:12–19; Acts 

5:41–42; John 15:18–20; 2 Timothy 3:10–13). What “immediate gratification” might lead us to 

simplify the Christian message and/or our Christian actions? 

10. Thinking back to Q6 and Q8, how vibrant or “mundane” are your Christian hopes? How do you 

respond to the words of the early modern missionary William Carey: “Expect great things from 

God; attempt great things for God”? 

11. How does journeying with other public Christians impact the issues raised in Q9 and Q10? 

Take time to list the areas where living for God is exciting, disappointing, terrifying, tedious (etc.). 

Share these with God and with others and seek encouragement for perseverance. 

 

 


