
Further Reflection and discussion material 
Extravagant Hospitality series 

Our Extravagant God – Luke 4:14-30 
 
Background: 
The sermon last Sunday opened this new series on the Extravagant Hospitality of 
God.  Luke records for us in 4:14 following, the account of Jesus first sermon in 
his public ministry and it is a sermon preached at the synagogue in his home 
village of Nazareth.  As such, the people present would have been neighbors, 
friends, family members and (presumably) clients of the family run building 
business.   
 
The sermon highlighted three aspects of Jesus teaching as found in Luke’s 
account of his teaching in the synagogue and these were used to support the 
view that the acceptance or rejection of Jesus’ invitation to enjoy the extravagant 
hospitality of God, hinged on whether the people present welcomed God’s 
hospitality being extended to people who were not Israelites.  
 
Understanding the text: 
Verses 20-22. 
This ‘mid-section’ of our reading is key to understanding not only the reaction of 
the hearers of Jesus sermon but also to appreciating the significance of Jesus 
early teaching ministry as seen in the synagogue in Nazareth, as well as the 
teaching he does in the surrounding synagogues (see 4:40-44).   
 
1) Jesus sat down ready to teach, as would be expected – the eyes of the people 

were fixed on him.  
a) Take some time to think about why people might have had their eyes (and 

therefore their attention) on him – apart from the fact that they would 
have expected him to teach. 

b) Luke records that he began by saying… (therefore it is appropriate to 
interpret this to mean Jesus began to ‘teach’ by saying) … “today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”.  What is the significance of Jesus 
saying this statement? 

c) Given what is recorded in verses 18-19, think about the things that Jesus 
might have included in the teaching that followed the words that he began 
with – what might he have said in this block of ‘unrecorded teaching, that 
lead the people to say what they did in verse 22? 

2) A literal translation of the (greek) words used in verse 22 is ‘And all bore 
witness to him and were amazed at his words of grace proceeding from his 
mouth, and they said “is not this man the son of Joseph”’.   
a) Most English translations opt for a positive view of the word ‘witnessed’ 

and see it as meaning that the congregation positively received the ‘words 
of grace’ rather than simply bore witness to the fact that Jesus spoke them 
‘out of his mouth’.  In this case, the ‘words of grace’ refer to ‘gracious, well 
versed and articulated words’ that Jesus spoke, and the people were 
surprised that such gracious, well articulated words came from him.  



b) It is justifiable to simply read that ‘the people bore witness (to the reality) 
that he did indeed speak these words and that the words were words of 
grace (that is words that referred literally to the grace of God).   

c) In cases where the interpretation cannot reasonably be decided, on 
grammatical grounds, it is important to consider the immediate context.  
This leads us to the following considerations. 
i) The people bore witness to the gracious words and articulate way 

Jesus presented the words and then they noted that this was Joseph’s 
son so they began to have second thoughts and turned negative. 

ii) The people bore witness to Jesus speaking the words of Is 61 and 58 
as well as his other ‘words of grace’ about Gods activity of grace in 
reaching out to all people, and this caused concern because ‘is not this 
man the son of Joseph’ so why should we listen to him. 

iii) In reflecting on whether i) or ii) above is more likely, keep in mind 
that Jesus quickly moved to criticise the people for their negative 
inference (see vs 23) and then in verse 25-27 he specifically speaks of 
the gracious activity of God in welcoming and healing gentiles rather 
than Israelites.  (see Elijah and Elisha examples mentioned)  

 
 
 
Understanding the reading from the prophet Isaiah that Jesus read to the 
people: 
Having explored the apparent response of the people in the synagogue, to the 
explanatory words provided by Jesus, lets now consider in detail the passage 
read by Jesus.  When Jesus was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, “he found 
the place where it was written” and what it appears he has done is to first read 
from Is 61:1-2 and then from Is 58:6 and combined them into one reading. This 
public reading by Jesus is found in Luke 4:18-19.   
1) As we explore these 2 verses, we ought keep in mind: 

a) We know that Jesus contends that he is the anointed one, he is the 
Messiah who is spoken of in these two verses. 

b) He maintains therefore that he is ‘the one sent’ to proclaim the good news 
of the Kingdom of God (see also 4:40-44 where this is clearly espoused) 

2) There are three key points that Jesus refers to in the reading (vs 18-19) 
a) Jesus as the anointed one is to evangelise/gospel the poor. 

i) Look at Is 61:1-2 and other verses and see what is said about the poor 
ii) Look at what is said about the ‘poor’ in Is 58. 
iii) Look at what Luke says about the ‘poor’ in Luke 6:20-26 as well as 

what is said about the rich;  
iv) Combined together who do you think are the poor according to Luke?  

b) Jesus as the anointed one is to proclaim freedom for captives and 
recovery of sight for the blind. 
i) Look at Is 61:1 and build a picture of what freedom for captives and 

sight for the blind might look like – cross reference with Is 58:6-10 
c) Jesus is the one who will deliver his people and set the oppressed free. 

i) Jesus is not simply a prophet, he is the Messiah, the anointed promised 
one who will deliver his people; he will release them from captivity in 
all manner of circumstances.  



(1) Spend some time looking at Luke 24:44-49 and then write down 
what this passage says about the way in which Jesus does and will 
set captives free. 

(2) If you are in a group discussion, consider how you personally have 
experienced the freedom that Jesus brings and then share this with 
those in your group. 

(3) Now consider ways in which you might be salt and light to the 
market place you are in; how might God use you to be his 
messenger today, tomorrow and next week? 

 
Conclusion: 
Our extravagant God is a God who reaches out with unlimited hospitality and 
invites people of all nations tribes cultures and countries to enter into deep 
abiding relationship with him.  He made us, he loves us and his son, the second 
person of the Trinity has died in our place, becoming a ransom for our sin and 
opening the way back to the father.  This is true hospitality born out of genuine 
grace extended to his creation.  Its not cheap grace; it is very costly indeed, but 
not a cost that humanity has to bare.  As we settle into this new sermon series 
and explore aspects of God’s extravagance, lets start by opening ourselves up to 
responding positively to Gods invitation; lets not be like those in the synagogue 
and reject what God offers.   
 
 
 
 
 
  


