
Further Reflection and Discussion Material  
Extravagant Hospitality Series 

Extravagant Response – Luke 19:1-10 
 
Background 
This sermon focussed on Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus the tax collector, eventuating in 
the salvation of Zacchaeus. Building upon the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) and also 
Jesus’ encounter with the Rich Young Ruler (Luke 18), we see the continuing themes of 
Justice and Mercy woven into this encounter with Zacchaeus.  
 
The sermon particularly highlighted three specifics elements of this passage. First, Jesus is 
the person who initiates the reconciliation with Zacchaeus. Second, the correct response to 
salvation is one of JOY (this link is seen in many other places in Luke’s gospel). Third, this 
newfound JOY naturally leads to JUSTICE, as a broken world is made whole again. 
 
Begin by sharing experiences of JOY & CELEBRATION within community. 

 This joy and salvation is a natural outworking because of God’s grace. If you’re 
wanting to see this idea of JOY developed by the gospel writer, take a look through 
some of the verses such as Luke 1:14, 2:10, 5:29, 10:20, 13:17, 15:5, 15:32, 19:37, 
24:41, 24:52.  
 

Who might be a “modern day” Zacchaeus in our context? 
 Tax collectors were well known for their dishonesty, given that their entire livelihood 

was predicated upon their ability to collect over and above the normal tax an 
individual was required to pay. To become ‘chief tax collector’, one basically place a 
bid for what they would guarantee as a collection, and then anything that was 
collected above the ‘winning bid’ would become profit for the tax collector 
themselves. 

 
Take some time to read through the following three passages. 

1. Luke 15:11-32 
2. Luke 18:18-30 
3. Luke 19:1-10 

 
As you think through the passages from Luke 15 and 18, what are the ways in which you 
see MERCY & JUSTICE developed as themes? 

 The reoccurring themes of mercy and justice are two key elements of what’s 
required for reconciliation to occur. One way of understanding this is seeing mercy 
and justice as the two keys required to unlock a single padlock.  

 
Consider now the passage of Luke 19:1-10. 

 Where do you see the theme of mercy shining through? 
 



 Where do you see the theme of justice shining through? 
 

 How are these two ideas linked to the joy experienced by Zacchaeus? 
 
You might at this point want to re-watch the short video from Sunday. 

 https://www.buv.com.au/news/you-are-who-you-eat-with-a-lent-teaching-from-jon-
owen 

 
A Radical Response = Hospitality 

 Meals play an important part within not only the gospels, but within scripture as a 
whole. Can you think of some passages that contain meals, and where those meals 
play an important role in God’s salvation plan? 
 

 What do you think of the following quote? 
 

"Christians can be generous with their time and money, but stingy with their homes. We 
must repent from worshiping the comfort of our homes... Life will change for you when your 

home becomes a hub of hospitality rather than a hotel for the healed." - Michael Rhodes. 
 

How might hospitality cultivate the following elements seen within the story of 
Zacchaeus? 

 As a radical expression of joyful celebration, responding to the offer of salvation. 
 As a radical expression of mercy, bring together the outsider and insider. 
 As a radical expression of justice, restoring a broken world. 

 
Final Thoughts/Questions 

 Is there anything that God is calling you to respond in action from today? 
 What are you going to do about it? 
 Who can hold you accountable and what question can they ask you? 


