
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Corinthians Series: The Church Now and Then – Bre Finnigan 

As a group take some time to share your reflections from the Sunday teaching.  
• What did you sense God prompting you about? 

• What was your key take-away from the message? 

• How have you been going at putting that take-away into action? 

Read over the passage we went through in the context of the wider chapter: 

2 Corinthians 4 

Review: Choosing to serve ALSO MEANS choosing to… 

Paul was a remarkable Christian leader who has helped start and equip different churches and 

church leaders. He hears of different issues arising in the churches and seeks to address them 

through his writings. We see the emotions Paul puts into 2 Corinthians as he deeply cares of 

these people and wants them to be living lives that glorify God. Paul was a servant for Jesus’ sake 

and this LIFE group material is here to help you understand what it looks like to choose to live 

lives as servants of Christ.   

Live Humbly  

When Paul writes, “for what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord” this was a clear 

example of living humbling. Paul didn’t write all these letters or share the Gospel in hope to 

preach about himself. He made sure he was not the focus. Instead, the focus must be on Christ 

Jesus the Lord. Sharing how we came to the place of submitting to the lordship of Christ is 

something worth sharing, not for our glory but for His. 

Paul uses the phrase ‘jars of clay’ (v7) to describe to the Corinth church that they are God’s 

vessels, to hold his ‘treasure’. A great treasure in such a humble container. We can understand 

from the passage that the reason a plain, ordinary, everyday household object is used is because 

it is there to show ‘the all-surpassing power that is from God and not from us’. This reinforces 

the idea that we are created to share God at work in our lives in order to reveal to others his 

power and triumph. 

 

Just because we are described as ordinary household objects, does not mean we do not have 

value, interests or worth. Humility is not about painting ourselves as the villain or putting 

ourselves down so others can rise up. Instead it is about being able to acknowledge where God is 

at work in your life and your community and share that not for ourselves but for God’s glory.  

 



Live Sacrificially 

In the second half of our passage we get a glimpse of the pain and suffering Paul has 

experienced. Paul’s life was hard, and it was hard because of his passionate devotion to Jesus 

Christ and His gospel. Service comes at a cost. And that cost is our sacrifice. This emotional, 

mental and physical suffering is Paul’s reality. He is being hunted, the weight of the stress and 

anxiety must have been unbearable. But instead of ignoring it, running away from it, pretending 

like everything is okay, Paul addresses his suffering in a very different way. He is indeed hard 

pressed…perplexed…persecuted…struck down yet he chooses to focus on the triumph of Jesus in 

his life: not crushed…not in despair…not forsaken…not destroyed.  

 

Paul acknowledges the suffering and choose to continue to serve regardless of the cost. Now 

that is sacrifice. He does it so that ‘the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body’ (v10). Paul 

knew the power and victory of Jesus in his life because he was continually in situations where 

only the power and victory of Jesus could meet his need. Paul’s leadership is marked by humility, 

suffering and poverty, however in our passage he uses this as proof that he is authentically 

representing the crucified & risen Jesus. We cannot discount that God sees value in humility and 

weaknesses because His love and power were made know through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

 

Questions for Further Discussion: 

1. Who are the people you look to as examples of people who live as servants of Christ. What 

sets them apart from other? 

2. Develop the two characteristics further. How would you describe humility? How would you 

describe sacrifice?  

3. In our passage, how does Paul demonstrate both humility and sacrifice? 

4. Read Philippians 2 together. As a group discuss how Jesus demonstrated the characture and 

nature of a servant? How then does this relate to our 2 Corinthians passage and what we have 

drawn from it? 

5. Reflect on the corporate nature of serving one another? How does this change how we view 

those within our Christian community? 

6. Discuss this statement 

“Instead of being leaders who serve, should we not rather be servants who happen to lead?”  

 

As a community or LIFE group how are you seeking to live as servants? What does it look like 

to live humbly and sacrificially together and as individuals? 

 

Discuss with your group one thing God has been challenging you on through this sermon series 

and the different reflection notes you have gone through. Take time to share how you might 

respond in obedience to what God is saying to you, then seek to serve one another by praying for 

each other. 

 

Encourage members of the group to follow up the next time you meet to see how you are going 

following through on what God was challenging you about.  


