
Discussion material for Life Groups at GWAC on week two  
of current morning sermon series “Live Surrender” 

 

‘CHRIST OVER THE CHURCH’ 
Colossians 1:15-23 

 
Introduction: 
An MP3 of the sermon can be accessed from GWAC website, as can a PDF of the sermon slides. 
This current material is designed NOT to duplicate the sermon material but to stimulate Life 
Groups in discussion with the provision of some discussion questions. 
 
Opening consideration:   
Please take some time to rate the following statements from a personal perspective, in order 
of PRIORITY in your life now (please rate according to how you feel and what you know is 
true for you and NOT what you think ought to be true for you), as you seek to live as a disciple 
of Jesus. (simply place number ‘1’ beside the statement that most appropriately describes 
your feelings about Church involvement and then a number ‘2’ beside second best description 
and so on. Once you have completed this, share your reflections with others. 
 
[  ] While I like alone time with God, I am most energized in my faith by spending regular 

time with other disciples when I participate in Gathered Celebration services.   
 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I feel connected to and in fellowship 

with other disciples of Jesus who are around me in a gathered celebration. 
 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I feel others around me are committed 

to sharing intimately the things of life, such as meals, hospitality and practical caring as 
well valuing formal community expressions such as sharing the Lords Supper. 

 
[  ] The most important thing for me when I come to Gathered Celebration services is to 

feel close to God and encounter him regardless of how I feel about others around me. 
 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I feel that people around me 

appreciate the things that I appreciate and value. 
 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when those around me in gathered 

celebration show interest in what happens in the wider community when disciples of 
Jesus live out their faith in the marketplace and people from the marketplace, come to 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I feel the teaching of God’s word in the 

context of gathered celebration, is instructing and enabling me to live as a disciple of 
Jesus. 

 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I feel others around me are committed 

to prayer as a community of faith and we openly share our prayer needs and minister 
to one another in prayer, expecting God to change us and bring others to him. 

 
[  ] I am most energized for doing God’s work when I see visitors attend gathered 

celebration services and feel connected with them in some way. 
 
 
 



Reflecting on the text of Col 1:15-23. 
 
Verse 15-17:  
The focus of Paul’s writing is an encouragement to the church, to see and appreciate the 
supreme status of Jesus Christ –  

 He is the ‘image’ of God – that is the one who rules over all.  The triune God sent God 
the Son as the true ‘image’ (icon) to rule over all creation. 

 The ‘first-born’ over all creation – in the New Testament, the term can either mean the 
first born child from a mother OR the figurative status of preeminence (such as Rom 
8:29 – where Christ is the one into whom all are conformed). In Col 1:15, it is the 
status of the son, not his order of birth, that is significant. (In verse 18, the significance 
is the temporal role he plays in being the first to be raised to life)  

 He is the one, through whom everything is held together – what Christ has created he 
also maintains. 

 
Questions for discussion: 

1. Individually read and reflect on the following passages and then consider what these 
passages do to help you appreciate what is being said about Jesus in these verses: Ex 
4:22; Ps 89:27; Prov 8:22; Rom 8:29; Heb1:6; 12:23; Rev 1:5) 

2. In what way is Christ as ‘first-born’ from the dead, both ‘temporally significant’ and 
‘status significant’?  

3. Share your thoughts about contemporary significance of Christ ‘maintaining what he 
has created’.  

The above focus is one relating directly to ‘creation’ – Christ is the agent of creation and is 
supreme in part because of his direct involvement in creation.  The following section explores 
implications for Christ’s supremacy. 
 
Verse 18-20:  
As Paul moves his discussion from details about Christ’s supremacy to implications of his 
supremacy, he highlights two points. 

 There is movement from creation to re-creation; from creation to redemption. 
 This movement happens from the base of the ‘Church’!   

 
Questions for discussion: 

1. The term ‘head’ in relation to Christ, within the New Testament, means both 
superiority and unity, and there is a dynamic mix even within the terms.  Consider the 
following texts and discuss the implications for how you read vs 18(a). 

2. Note also the order that follows in the discussion by Paul – 
a. Christ is head of the church, which is the body 
b. Christ is the first to be raised – so what does this say about the church? 
c. All fullness dwells in Christ – this is reference to his incarnation, life, ministry. 
d. Christ brings about redemption through the cross – reconciliation! 

3. As you consider each of the steps in this order, discuss together the implications for 
how the church sees itself as an agent of reconciliation (see also 2 Cor 5:17 and 
following) 
 

Going Further  
Some further questions to consider: 

1. How concerned are YOU, to know the gifts of others and how you might work together 
with others to do the work of God and be an ambassador for Christ? 

2. How seriously do you consider how you might best invest financially so that through 
the gathered community the mission of God might be done in the scattered 
community? 

3. What do you find confronting, challenging or exciting about the statement “God does 
not have a mission for the church; he has a church for his mission”  


