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FROM THE
LEAD PASTOR

Life on mission
As the title of this year’s report reminds us, we are 
a community on about living life on mission, God’s 
mission. GWAC has always been a community 
passionate about making, maturing and mobilising 
disciples of Jesus Christ, locally and globally. This year 
our focus has been on understanding how we life as an 
authentic community as we go about this mission. 

Life in community isn’t always easy. There are 
challenges for individuals, challenges between people 
and challenges we all face together as a community 
of God’s people. As a church one of the biggest 
challenges we faced was the conclusion of Drew & 
Maz’s ministry with us. Drew and Maz had become a 
core part of our community over the past 13 years and 
played an integral role in our growth and formation as a 
community on about God’s mission.

As I have been reflecting on the year, the passage that 
regularly comes to mind is John 15 and the different 
seasons that are represented in that picture. There are 
times of growth, rest, pruning and fruitfulness. I have a 
grapevine in the backyard of our new home. We saw 
it grow last year over the summer, then lose its leaves 
over the winter. We should have pruned it, but never got 
around to it, so this year it is shooting in many different 
directions and making a mess of our garden.

I sense that for GWAC this year has been a year of 
changing seasons. We have had times of incredible 
growth as a faith community, we have had times of rest, 
and although we may not like it there have been times 
of pruning as well. Our call is not to question or resist 
the pruning, but to trust The Gardener, and abide in The 
Vine. God the gardener knows what we need to grow 
and be fruitful, and I believe he has provided that for us 
in Phil’s appointment. In the meantime, we are called 
to a time of waiting, a time of reflection, and seeking to 
abide as a community in Christ.  

FROM THE SENIOR  
ASSOCIATE PASTOR



I have been particularly thankful for the work of our 
staff team this year, and the way so many of them 
have picked up extra responsibilities to shoulder the 
load in this changing season. They have demonstrated 
incredible dedication to this community, and I am 
thankful for their servant-hearted commitment. We 
have a mix of full time staff (Bree, Ben, Ashish, Julian, 
Bre), part time staff (Cathy, Roger, Hilary) and honorary 
staff (Sue, Bob, Kerrie). It has been great to welcome 
Julian Barnard to the team as our new Children & 
Families Pastor and Sue Collier as the new assistant 
to the Lead Pastor. It is also important to acknowledge 
the families of our staff, who in many different ways 
support, encourage and enable the team to fulfil these 
roles. We have also been blessed by the work of Kevin 
Eames (Youth Ministry Intern) and Rachel Hooker (Design 
Ministry Intern) who have contributed to the team in 
their respective areas. 

Alongside the staff team is our Governance Board 
which this year has consisted of Anne-Marie, Diane, 
Rochelle, Howard, Sean, Lynn, Josh and Gerald. I have 
been particularly thankful for the leadership they have 
provided our church as they have sought to guide us 
through the changing season. I would also like to thank 
and acknowledge the incredible commitment of our 
Envisioning Task Force, led by Frank Gribi, and including 

Murray, Jamie, Fiona, Diane, Sean and myself. They 
led us as a church through an incredibly responsive 
process, taking time to listen to God, and to others, as 
they sought to discern what God is calling us towards in 
this next season. Their work has been very fruitful, and 
the new Vision 2025 is laid out in the centre pages of this 
report. I pray that this will be something that can bind 
us together as a community in the coming years. 

The following report is formatted to profile each of the 
Cultural Values of GWAC. Within each value, you will 
find stories of various disciples from GWAC who share 
something of what God has done, in and through them, 
as they have sought to live as disciples in their context. 
On behalf of the staff team, I want to thank you, the 
people of GWAC, for your partnership in the gospel as 
we seek to be an authentic, caring community, making, 
maturing and mobilising disciples of Jesus Christ locally 
and globally. 

Bree Mills

I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it  
will be even more fruitful. 

– John 15: 1-2



Learning to trust God
I have always struggled to see the significance or even 
relevance of Christianity in our modern world, where 
kindness seems universally embraced and barriers are 
meant to be broken down. I was ashamed to represent 
Christianity, because I saw it causing damage. However, 
I saw that Ignite was a good community.  I mistrusted 
the Bible and didn’t believe a lot of the ideas, but I 
loved the sermons.  My community group leaders, Bec 
Featonby and friends at Ignite helped bring me to God.  
It was challenging to tie together my passion for justice 
with God. My first big understanding was that God was 
like our conscience, but bigger than we can imagine 
and full of love. I realised that God’s voice and my 
conscience could be connected, and God had always 
been prompting me.

Moving into university and my next phase of life, I had to 
seriously consider whether Christianity was something 
I wanted to believe in.  Does Christianity have the 
potential to do more good than harm? I imagined 
moving on from religion and embracing universal 
values secularly. But I came to the conclusion that I 
wanted to have God in my life. Even more, I wanted to 
share this with others. At the end of year 12, I knew that 
youth leading was a step I wanted to take. Through 
GWAC’s discipleship and youth leading, I have grown 
from being scared of Christianity, to witnessing God’s 
touch in every aspect of my life.

“Come and see”, are the words from Ryan Holt at the 
Ignite Camp this year.  Spending time in fellowship 
with Christians and leading Ignite has changed my 
life.  It was easy to misunderstand Christianity from the 
outside. But getting to know the real loving community 
has helped me overcome my distrust of God.  When we 
experience God’s love and let Him work through us, we 
build bridges between people.

AMBER MAY

Transformational
Discipleship

I have grown from being scared 
of Christianity, to witnessing God’s 
touch in every aspect of my life.



God is drawing the  
Persian people to himself
God first invited me to share His heart for Iranians the 
day I said I was available to pick up students to bring to 
‘International Friends’. It was 2001, a dark May evening, 
when I opened the door of my old yellow Corolla, just 
near Monash Uni, to take Asal and Reza. They were 
recently from Iran where I had been born, an instant 
connection! They were the first of the many, many 
Persians in our lives.

Over the years, God has continued to equip me, giving 
me a deep love for Persians; providing a watercolour 
painting class with Connie Walker where my paintings 
can become a bridge Jesus can walk over to a very 
artistic people; where I learned to listen to the Holy 
Spirit's promptings (i.e. a gift of red wrapped chocolate 
hearts  for a new couple for whom that was their heart 
language!); the importance of prayer with my friends, 
and for my friends, often incorporating Scripture; the 
importance of sharing what God is doing now in my life; 
and "doing life" with them.

S, Ni and N, from Iran, were planning to go to Canada to 
study. One afternoon, S asked Ni to go to the Australian 
Embassy in Tehran. Despite being very busy, she went, 
and found herself standing in line next to Reza, (see 
above) renewing his visa. He told her all about Australia, 
Victoria, Melbourne, Monash, International Friends and 
the Mills! Ni received a scholarship and they came to 
Monash. A week after arrival, they knocked on David's 
door at the university. We took them to GWAC. Before 
leaving Iran, Ni had had a dream of a man in a long 
white robe giving her bread… the second week at GWAC, 
her dream was fulfilled: Gordon Hargreaves was taking 
the Lord's Supper, wearing a white robe, and distributing 
the bread... 

All over the world, God is even using non-believers  
to bring Persian people to Himself. Just recently, my  
non-Christian friend Mon has brought her friends,  
Mary, Par, Neg, and Ali to GWAC, where all are growing  
in knowledge of Jesus, through His word, His people,  
and through our prayers. 

A few weeks ago, my Christian friend, Suse also brought 
a young woman, Y to our ladies’ life group, and then 
to church, where the way of salvation was explained 
to her, and she gave her life to Jesus.  She has been 
especially thrilled to hear and join in the singing, as she 
is a singer, and music is forbidden in Iran. Please pray 
for these friends to grow in knowledge of Jesus, to be 
used greatly by Him, and for their protection.

Sed and her family regularly come to GWAC when they 
have big issues needing prayer. They listen intently to 
the sermons, love the music, and their kids so enjoy 
participating in the kids’ programmes. And they feel 
loved by our God family! They don't follow Jesus yet, 
so pray for them. Over the years, many of our Persian 
friends have loved the Christmas dramas, decorations 
pointing to Jesus, and the Christmas Carols. May many 
more come and receive Him—the Persian church is the 
fastest growing Church in the world!

MARGIE MILLS
People baptised and first 
time faith commitments 19
People regularly connecting 
to gathered celebrations 629

People in leadership roles 134

Ni went quickly to the front, 
answering Gordon’s question 
about loving Jesus and took 
the bread! A few months later 
they were baptised and S is 
now the pastor of 2 Iranian 
congregations in Melbourne.



A new community
As of November 14, 2019, Veronica and I have been living 
at the Nellie Melba Retirement Village for 15 months. 
We were one of the early settlers to take up residence, 
and over that 15 months we have witnessed to many 
residents- Independent, Serviced Apartments, Low and 
High level care plus Dementia.

When asked by management to consider running a 
monthly church gathering, I immediately gathered 
three other Christians (including Gerry Thornewell) 
to form a committee to plan the future of such a 
service. The numbers attending on the 1st Sunday of 
each month has now outgrown the available space 
in the ‘Reflection Room’. We are now to be set up in the 
‘Activities Room’ which has more space. The team takes 
it in turn to plan the services, with a note in the weekly 
newsletter promoting the services. Afterwards, we join 
in supper and invite anyone who may be walking past to 
share in the fellowship and open discussions.  

We have seen how God has 
worked in so many ways at the 
Village, which in GWAC terms, is 
a ‘Gospel Community’. 

We are a community within a community. Over the 
many years at GWAC, with excellent preaching series, 
God has provided help to guide us in our ministries in 
making Jesus known. God has given us a new outlook as 
we also minister to those who are sick, those who may 
confide personal issues, and those in their last days 
on this earth. We have now also established a fourth 
Wednesday service for the nursing home section which 
is led by Rev’d Hilary Roath, assisted by Veronica.

As we acknowledge our faith and openness about 
Jesus, the management and residents have given both 
Veronica and I lots of support and encouragement.  
We both are now accredited ‘Village Friends’, which 
means we have access to all the areas of the nursing 
home section. As we both are involved in many 
functions and activities, this allows us to talk openly and 
freely about our faith.  We give thanks and praise to God 
for His guidance, and the strength to devote ourselves 
to His service.

BOB BARCLAY

Authentic
Community



Family on mission
Since our official launch in 2017, OIKOS has always had a 
heart to create a sense of family at Monash University. 
Our desire is to invite people to see, follow, and become 
like Jesus, together in community. We want students to 
encounter God through our welcome and acceptance 
of who they are. 

In response to the needs of our people, OIKOS 
began doing fortnightly Bible studies alongside our 
regular meals. We have been encouraged to see our 
community have rich discussion and see value in 
Christian scripture. Our meals have always been a 
place of fellowship, fun and faith. 

As we think about what it means to be an authentic 
community, we recall stories of connection throughout 
the year; stories of people seeking and finding welcome 
and community. We see this as people seeing God’s 
character demonstrated in our actions and heard 
through our words. One of the students we have 
connected with speaks of how, though she isn’t really 
interested in “church”, she loves coming along to our 
Bible studies, asking questions and eating meals with 
us; so much so, that even now she has been involved in 
our Young Adults’ Retreat and the 5pm Service! 

She considers OIKOS her ‘safe 
community’, describing it as a 
place of unconditional welcome 
and “wholesomeness”.

Recently we have connected with some international 
students. So much of who we are is grounded in the 
understanding of God’s family and his welcome to all. 
To learn more about our newest members, we asked 
questions about their home countries, what it’s like  
living in Australia and what they could teach us about 
their culture. 

As we seek to get to know those whom God has placed 
around us, we are always seeking to be open in the 
way we live our lives. We consider ourselves so blessed 
to experience the cultures and stories of many diverse 
people. One of our newest members of OIKOS is a 
researcher from the Middle East. Though we have very 
different cultures and beliefs, he participates in Bible 
studies, discussions, and frequently comments on the 
genuine kindness, hospitality, and encouragement he 
has found in our community. 

As we invite people into our community, we’ve invited 
them into our homes and family, asking that they come 
and see what it’s like to follow Jesus – through both the 
highs and the lows. To us, this is authentic community.  

*Smaller communities include all life groups and  
gospel communities.

OIKOS

Smaller communities* 32
People connected in 
smaller communities 483
New people joined  
smaller communities 77



GWAC will be a light on a hill as we live  in step 
with Christ. We will nurture and equip  one 

another, as we serve the broader community 
 with a Christ-centred and Spirit-led approach.

Vision 2025



IN STEP  
WITH CHRIST

Walking a Christ-centred and Spirit led 
life to serve the body of Christ.

Christ-centred

Spirit led

Prayerfully dependent

Serving the body of Christ

Shaped by Scripture

Willing to give our first fruits for God’s 
purpose

STEP UP

Stepping up with courage to follow God’s 
call and to grow one another in faith.

Courage to grow in faith – self and others

Equipping people to follow god’s call on 
their life

Embrace all styles of worship – 
traditional, contemporary and others

Inclusive of everyone in the broader 
community

Hands-on learning

Committed and accountable

STEP IN

Stepping in with one another as a 
caring and nurturing community.

Caring and nurturing one another

Intentionally creating opportunities for 
all of the GWAC community to connect

Intentionally welcoming everyone

Living out a culture of hospitality

Value differences whilst upholding unity

Fostering/Cultivating intergenerational 
connections

STEP OUT

Stepping outside of GWAC to share 
Christ’s love with those around us.

Seek opportunities to serve community 
needs

Actively engage in local community

Innovate and experiment

Embrace the multicultural community 
around us

Nurture Christ-centred communities 
outside our walls

Culturally relevant



Caring generously
I have always known that I was passionate about care. 
I came from a family of nurses, this was not my first 
career but later I worked in aged care. I loved caring for 
the elderly and their families when they came to visit. It 
was just so fulfilling to give them care, comfort, and a 
listening ear when needed.

There was a time at a previous parish when I needed 
pastoral care and I was very grateful for that. Through 
the support of my church community and care, I was 
able to move through the difficult time of grief. In 
2008 I participated in a spiritual gifts course at GWAC. 
I struggled with the tough love component but the 
course gave further clarification and insight into this. 
I prayed and spoke to the Lord about this. I knew that 
it was His will, that it would involve further study. The 
search led me to theological college. The first subject 
was “Introduction to Pastoral Care”.

I remember one of the first essays I wrote was, “Why 
are you here?” I sensed the Lord was directing me to 
minister to women in their time of need. College was 
where I would learn and become equipped to do 
pastoral care.  It takes a lot of equipping, practice, and 
mistakes to pastorally care for others. I’m still learning 
something new now. To be generous of your time to 
help someone in need is hard to put into words. That 
moment of your time, which is God inspired, to listen 
and give encouragement, it’s in that space where God 
is at work. There are times when you do not know what 
the outcome will be.              

The vast majority of my work is led by the Lord’s 
prompting. My heart senses a need which I then follow 
through. To be sensitive to the spirit and give support to 
a woman is very rewarding and humbling. I hope I have 
brightened their day a little. This giving of myself gives 
me great joy, and I give all the glory to God.                

KERRIE JONES

Radical
Generosity

That moment of your 
time, which is God 
inspired, to listen and 
give encouragement, 
it’s in that space where 
God is at work.



Partnership in the Gospel
Visiting GWAC is an unforgettable experience. It’s the 
first time I went overseas and first time I shared about 
my faith experience and God in English. I’m surprised 
by how all the GWAC congregation treat and welcome 
us. They accept my presence and respect me well as 
a new person and it’s made me comfortable, I felt they 
are my new family even though we only met briefly. I 
also learn how they surrender their youth life to serve 
Jesus, and serve Jesus by leading worship, taking action 
in preparation of church ministry etc. But for me the 
most unforgettable moment was when I attended the 
camp. On the last night when we all raised worship 
& praise, I felt the Holy Spirit present and I felt God’s 
presence, I began to cry not because I’m sad, but 
about the feeling I felt so strongly, thinking about the 
goodness of God that God gave in my whole life. When 
the youth started praying for me, that’s where God 
revealed Himself, I felt rejoice, safe and calm and I felt 
strong feelings I’ve never had before. It was at the camp 
that I felt it for the first time. I thank God that I have 
opportunities to join GWAC camp and I’m so grateful. 
Thank you all!

Angel

I felt so happy to be there in Melbourne. It was an 
amazing experience for me, to praise and worship God 
with new family. The people in GWAC are very kind, I felt 
welcomed. I love the ambience, the food, the fresh air, 
the youth community and activity itself, and the people. 
I felt blessed after the trip and I learn a lot of things too, 
such as how to treat new person in church, how to be 
a good host (like Will and Alan’s family), how to prepare 
camp and the games, and it will be so exciting if we 
could do it together with my friends in MOT church. I 
really hope you guys all could come to MOT, we will 
welcome you well. I hope and pray for GWAC to keep 
blessing the others more and more. God bless you all!

Richard

ANGEL &
RICHARD

Dear family in Christ, we are 
extremely grateful whenever 
we think about you. Since we 
visited GWAC and met some 
of the GWAC youth, I have 
been dreaming that one day 
the youth of MoT and GWAC 
could meet and support 
each other, growing as a cool 
Christian young generation. 

*Regular giving based on electronic, cheque, and 
offertory envelopes.

Giving units* 155
Compassion children 
sponsored 151
People actively serving  
at GWAC 311



Life on mission in Officer
After 13 years serving GWAC, and 7 years of church 
planting in Officer, this season is now coming to an end. 
It was the January of 2013 when we moved to Officer, 
excited by the prospect of joining in on what God was 
already doing in that area. Those first few years were 
tough but fun! We had a small team who committed 
to the idea of living as “family on mission” together. 
We shared plenty of meals around our dinner table, 
worshipped in our lounge room, and invited our new 
friends to join us for many a party! Over time our little 
group grew, as these new friends became more than 
just friends, and part of our “family on mission”.

It’s an exciting time when a group grows too big to all 
gather together in the current space! Eventually the 
time came to multiply this little community that was no 
longer so little. This Gospel Community become two, 
and then three communities! At that same time we 
knew we needed a new space when we were to gather 
everyone together. And so with that multiplication 
came a fortnightly Gathered Celebration, held at a 
local community centre. We’ve had people come to 
faith around the dinner table, and commit to following 
this Jesus person. We’ve seen baptisms at local 
swimming pools, or even down at the beach. Like many 
good things in life, it’s been both messy yet beautiful, 
difficult yet worth every minute of it. 

And so we look to a new season ahead, as do the wider 
community of Harvest Church. Not turning our backs 
on the last seven years, but learning, growing, and 
adapting time and again. For the desire remains the 
same, to see others “Encountering God, Loving Friends, 
Blessing The Community”.

BEN & EMMA 
JOHNSON

Missional
Living

Like many good things in life, it’s 
been both messy yet beautiful, 
difficult yet worth every minute. 



Mission at high school
If you are in year 8 you would know that there is a chat 
group for everything. I’m guessing most people reading 
this, aren’t in year 8. We have chat groups called “things 
from our holidays” to share our stories, groups for each 
class, a “spam chat” for random things, groups for each 
musical we have been in and even one called “don’t 
you dare leave this chat”... which I left. 

This year, I have become friends with a couple of other 
Christians in my year level and of course we made a 
“#y8 Wesley Christians” chat! We started to chat about 
starting a Christian lunchtime group and we had heard 
about an organisation called Mustard who might 
be able to help us. Mustard helps students to launch 
student-led Christian groups in their schools. The group 
is open for anyone to come along and join in. 

We emailed Mustard and they talked with us about 
what we wanted to do. In this process we found out 

that there was another Christian group meeting in the 
senior school and so we joined the two groups together. 
We now have a group of about 9-10 regular students 
meeting weekly to talk about how we live out our faith 
in the context of our school. We are a new group, but 
planning to raise the awareness of our group in the 
school by joining the “See you at the Pole” movement of 
students praying for their schools at their flagpole on a 
set day each year. 

It’s not hard to be a Christian at Wesley. No one bullies 
you or teases you for it, it’s just another choice like 
many other choices people make and people seem 
to respect that, as long as you don’t tell them what 
they should do. What is hard, is bringing Jesus up in 
conversations with your non-Christian peers. God calls 
us to speak and demonstrate his love wherever we are, 
and our Mustard group helps us to learn how to do this 
specifically in the context of our school. One thing I have 
been exploring is how I can speak up when people are 
joking about things I take seriously, and do so in a gentle 
and respectful way (1 Peter 3:15). It’s my hope that our 
group becomes more visible and others can join us and 
explore how God wants us to live together. 

TAHLIA MILLS

Community members 
connecting with GWAC 
programs

276

People in Gospel 
Communities 202
Commissioned  
mission partners 19

God calls us to speak and 
demonstrate his love wherever 
we are, and our Mustard group 
helps us to learn how to do this, 
in the context of our school.



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

Average Weekly Giving

2018 Financial Year $12,273

2019 Financial Year $11,669

Change -5%

Expenses

Staffing $483,817

Property $114,734

Global Mission $55,044

Local Mission $102,159

Ministry Expenses $6,529

Parochial Assessment $75,975

Other $68,716

Total $906,974

Special Appeal Giving

2018 Financial Year $94,172

2019 Financial Year $66,550

Change -29%

Mission Giving

Local Global

OIKOS
Alpha
Ridley
Harvest

BCA
CMS
Pioneers
Bakara family
OMF
Power to Change

Staffing
53%

Local
65%

Global
35%

Other
8%

Parochial 
Assessment
8%

Ministry 
Expenses
1%

Local 
Mission
11%

Global 
Mission
6%

Property
13%

Mission
Giving

Expenses



VALUES

Glen Waverley Anglican Church

A caring community making, maturing, 
and mobilising disciples of Jesus Christ, 

locally and globally.

Transformational Discipleship – from safe to surrendered 
Surrendering to God’s transforming work in our lives.

Radical Generosity – from self to others 
Investing generously and compassionately in Kingdom work.

Authentic Community – from isolated to connected 
Genuinely and deeply connecting with others in relationship.

Missional Living – from consumer to mission 
Living out our faith in word and deed, locally and globally. 

VISION
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