
Sermon Reflections Materials 24th March 2019 
Extravagant Provision 

Luke 9:10-17 

As we talk about God’s provision, it is important to name that for some people this can be a hard topic to talk about. 
Many people have prayerfully and faithfully sought God’s provision for a need, only to see it left unmet. It is not 
necessarily a sign of sin, or a lack of faithfulness. We cannot always know the mind or will of God, one day we may 
understand, but that day may not be in this lifetime. So, as we step through this study it’s important that we do so 
sensitive to the needs of those around us. Perhaps begin today by asking God for wisdom and sensitivity as you share 
and learn together. 

Begin by sharing your experiences of God’s provision for you, or lack of provision in places.  

Sharing these experiences can be difficult so don’t force people to share, but sometimes we can learn and be 
encouraged from one another’s stories.  

1. If you had a non-believing friend ask you the question ‘Does God provide today?’, how might you answer 
them? 
 

2. How do our experiences shape our understanding of how God provides for us? 

Context 

This passage begins as Jesus’ disciples have returned from mission. The ministry of Jesus and the disciples has clearly 
caused a stir in the community. Herod responds asking questions about the identity of Jesus and his disciples in 9:7-
9. 

3. Looking at Luke 9:6 in the context of 9:1-6 what do you think the disciples might have experienced during 
their time away?  
 

4. As the disciples return and report to Jesus, he pulls them away, but the crowds follow. Jesus demonstrates 
an incredible welcome to the crowd that follows them, how do we understand God’s welcome to us and 
how can we demonstrate that to others? 

Jesus’ Core Ministry 

As Jesus welcomes the crowd verse 11 highlights that Jesus “spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed 
those who needed healing”. This is the same ministry we see the disciples engaging in earlier in 9:6.  

5. How do we see Jesus setting the scene for the ministry of BOTH demonstrating and proclaiming the gospel in 
Luke 4:18-19? 
 

6. We see Jesus engaging in this ministry in various places before this passage (look at Luke 4:38-44, 5:27-31, 
7:36-50 for examples). Why is it important for Jesus to both demonstrate AND proclaim the Kingdom of 
God? How do we do this today? 
 

a. What might happen if God’s Kingdom was demonstrated but not proclaimed? 
b. What might happen if God’s Kingdom was proclaimed but not demonstrated?  

 
7. The message Jesus proclaimed is the ultimate provision for all people, that God was demonstrating and 

proclaiming his reign and rule through Jesus to a world in need of reconciliation with God, one another, and 
with the world. How does Jesus life, death and resurrection demonstrate the provision of God for our 
deepest needs?  
 

8. How does God demonstrate that he is about his Kingdom work on earth today? How and where do you see 
God at work? 
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The Miracle of Provision 

In the context of Jesus work of proclaiming and demonstrating the Kingdom of God we see the miracle of the 
provision of food for 5,000 men plus women and children.  

9. Out of their sensitivity to the needs of the crowd, the disciples raise the issue of their need for food and 
lodging. Jesus asked the disciples to feed the people, but the disciples response demonstrate their inability 
to see beyond what they can do by their own means. What are the two options the disciples can see here? 
How can we become short sighted in the same way as we face issues before us? 
 

10. Jesus then engages the disciples in the provision of food for the people. With no extra information the 
disciples trust and obey Jesus instructions, and Jesus uses them to facilitate his provision of food for the 
crowd. How can we see Jesus invites the disciples into the process of the provision? How might God be 
inviting us into a similar process? What would mean for us to respond in trust and obedience? 
 

11. The passage ends highlighting the abundance of God’s provision for his people (9:17). God has provided for 
his people on other occasions (Ex 16, Nu 11, 2 Kings 4:42-44), but this is the only time he has provided in 
abundance? What might this tell us about what is happening with Jesus here?  
 

12. How does our world encourage us into a scarcity mentality rather than trusting in God’s abundance?  Where 
might we get caught in competition or self-protection because of the fear of not having enough? How might 
we be able to rethink in terms of the abundance God demonstrates here? 
 

In landing some of these key ideas, how might we be able to rethink God’s provision for us? 
Discuss the following four suggestions together: 

• Know our deepest needs have been met 
o Reflect on how God’s provision for us is not just based on our experiences but on the life and death 

of Jesus Christ.  How does knowing this give us a firm basis for our trust and obedience for God, no 
matter what else he provides for us? 
 

• Know God provides for His Kingdom purposes 
o Reflect on if the things we desire for God to provide are in line with his Kingdom purposes. Do you 

know what God’s purpose is? How might you be able to grow in your understanding of his purposes? 
 

• Be dependent on God for His provision 
o Pray, wait and humbly submit yourself to God’s will. As a group share some of the things you are 

seeking God to provide and spend some time praying through these together.  
 

• Be open to your role in providing for others 
o Reflect on how you might be a part of the way God provides for others around you, both within and 

outside of the Christian community. Are you open to this? What are you willing to give for others in 
need? Are you willing to sacrifice your own comfort for this? 

 

End the evening in prayer for one another. Perhaps if there are specific needs in the group that are discussed the 
group could commit to faithfully praying for these needs daily until you meet again. 


