
Joshua - The Foundation of Leadership  
Joshua 1:1-18 
 

1. Discuss the things that you look for in a leader.  

 

2. What sort of leaders are there in the church and what do you look for in 
church leaders?  

Read: 

“1After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to Joshua son 
of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying, 2‘My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross 
the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the 
Israelites.’”  

3. Why is Joshua appointed as Israel’s leader and for what purpose is he 
chosen? 

4. Numbers 13 gives us some details about the land that Israel is about to enter.  
a. What do we learn about it from Numbers 13:26-33? 
b. Read Numbers 14:1-9. Why is Joshua and Caleb’s story different to the 

rest of the community? 
5. Why do you think God appoints Joshua to lead Israel to the promised land?  

Read Joshua 1:3-5 

6. How would you feel if God said something like that to you?  

Joshua lived before Jesus walked on earth. We live post Jesus life on earth as well 
as his death resurrection.  

7. Read Matthew 28:20; 1 Peter 1:3-5; 2 Peter 1:3 –  
a. List and discuss any promises that Christians can confidently take from 

these words of Scripture?  

Joshua was promised the power of God just as we are: “5As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.” But that doesn’t mean you don’t 
have to do anything to make your leadership work.  

8. What is required of Israel’s new leader (Josh 1:7) and why do you think he 
has it?  

9. What is required of us as God’s people to partake in any form of Christian 
work? (Joshua 1:7 and Phil 2:12-13 could be helpful in answering this) 



10. Christianity is on the nose in our culture. We increasingly need courage and 
strength as leaders and followers to stay on course with God….What 
instructions are given to us in Joshua 1:8 about the book of the Law?  

a. Share with your group about your own progress in the instructions 
given here.  

11. What do you think the phrase at the end of verse 8, “then you will be 
prosperous and successful” means?  

Joshua is Israel’s new leader. He knows that his leadership will depend on their 
willingness to follow him. Leaders aren’t much use if no-one follows them, are they? 
In fact, you could say that the true test of a leader is just that: are people following?  
It’s clear that the people are following Joshua and accept his leadership. In fact They 
say “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will 
go. 17Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you... 18Whoever rebels 
against your orders and disobeys your words, whatever you command, shall be put 
to death.”  

12. Why are the people of Israel declaring such loyalty to Joshua? Are there any 
principals that we should take from these verses and apply with the leadership 
at GWAC or our workplaces and what might they be? 

 

13. The people encourage Joshua to be strong and courageous in the leadership 
task just as God does in 1:7. What ways can you encourage the leadership 
(And I don’t just mean paid staff team) of GWAC in the coming week? 
 

 

14. Pray for each other and for God to continue to raise up leaders of every ability 
to serve in God’s church 

 

 

 


