
Extravagant Hospitality series 

Extravagant Humility 
Luke 22:24–38 

 

 

Our whole series has focused on Luke’s Gospel. There’s a reason for this: Luke himself is keen to 

draw attention to the lavish welcome that Jesus and God offer to all people and not just to a select 

nation or a religious elite – much to everyone’s surprise! 

Have you ever thought about the different agendas of the four Gospels? Yes, they contain a lot of 

overlapping material. But each includes specific stories about Jesus, omits others, and arranges the 

content to make a specific point. Each of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is aiming to achieve a dif-

ferent response from his readers. 

Begin by reflecting on what you think Luke’s Gospel is about 

1. List for yourself or share with others what you think Luke’s agenda is. Why do you think this? 

2. As time permits, study the following passages from Luke. Most are unique to Luke – and some 

have been the focus of previous sermons. Some have parallels elsewhere; where a parallel is 

listed, notice how Luke differs: 1:46–55; 2:8–20 (cf. Matt 2:1–11); 4:16–21; 6:20 (cf. Matt 5:3); 

7:36–50; 8:1–3; 10:25–37; 13:10–17; 14:1–14, 15–24; 15:1–32; 17:11–19; 18:9–14; 19:1–10. 

For some more advanced study and comparison: 3:10–14; 3:23–38 (cf. Matt 1:1–17); 4:22–27; 

7:11–17; 12:13–21; 13:22–30; 16:19–31; 17:7–10. 

3. Which parts of the following summary do you resonate with? Anything you disagree with? 

Luke is the Gospel that reveals the heart and mind of Jesus. It is here that we see how God 

cares for the sinner, the poor and the despised, the ones the text calls “tax collectors and sin-

ners.” Luke reveals how God cares for people who normally despise one another. Here Luke 

sets the table [!] for the message of reconciliation and the possibility of healthy relationships, 

even across ethnic lines, that should be the result of a response to the gospel. Here we see 

Jesus relating in a healthy way with those of a different gender, valuing their contribution to 

the work of God. If believers wish to know what God would have us do in forming relationships 

and values, Luke is a beautiful port for reflective pause. – Darrell Bock 

Individually or in a group, identify the “tribe(s)” you belong to and the “other” that you avoid 

We naturally favour some people and some groups over others. Identifying those with whom we’re 

comfortable – and those with whom we’re uncomfortable – is a good way to check if we might be 

withholding gospel hospitality from anyone seeking or following God. 

4. Which individuals and groups do you naturally identify with? (Whom do you readily welcome 

into your house or spend time with? What characterises the people in your social circles or 

your social media contacts?) 

5. Can you identify anyone you or your social circles would intentionally or accidentally avoid? 

(Whom would you avoid at a gathering or on public transport? Complete this sentence: “God, 

thank you that I am not like…”) Probe gently but persistently here: we often do not admit such 

bias, even to ourselves. 



Review Jesus’ approach to those often considered “other” 

6. Review some of the occasions when the “in” crowd complained about the company Jesus was 

keeping. How did Jesus respond?  Luke 5:29–32; 7:36–40+; 15:1–2+ 

7. This week’s sermon drew attention to the extended conversation at the Last Supper that Luke 

records. What misunderstandings and responses do we see in Luke 22:24–30? 

Reflect on your own serving style 

Remember that Luke isn’t writing his Gospel just for intellectual curiosity or to preserve history. He 

wants his readers to respond by refining their thoughts or feelings or actions. 

8. In 22:27 Jesus describes a table where someone sits to dine and another serves. Which role 

would you naturally take? Can you explain why? 

9. To the extent that you like being served: Can you brainstorm any ways in which this stops you 

from proclaiming or demonstrating the gospel to others? 

10. To the extent that you are comfortable serving: Are there particular contexts in which service 

comes more naturally than others? Are there contexts you’re less likely to serve in? 

Whether you’re alone or in a group, there is merit in making yourself accountable by sharing your 

discoveries with other believers. And take time to acknowledge your findings to God. 

Practise the upside-down values of God’s kingdom 

This week’s sermon suggested two good starting points to practise gospel hospitality to others in 

their journeys with God. Consider how you are faring with these – and brainstorm how you might 

do more/better in these areas. By all means extend the list of suggestions! 

   How might I (as an individual) and we (as a small group / congregation / parish / denomination) 

be faster to meet and greet other Christians we don’t know? 

   What can I/we plan as a new opportunity for hospitality, ideally before the end of April? In 

addition to those we know or like, whom else could we invite? (For advanced reflection: are 

there certain kinds of events that give us better opportunity to meet and encourage each other 

in the Christian journey we share together?) 

Again, this is not merely a social quest we take on as humans. Ask God’s help as we polish up the 

gospel hospitality Jesus has both commanded and modelled. 

 

 


