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As a group take some time to share your reflections from the Sunday teaching.  

• What did you sense God prompting you about? 

• What was your key take-away from the message? 

• How have you been going at putting that take-away into action? 

Read over the two passages we went through together: 

Exodus 19:1-9 

1 Peter 2:1-10 

Introduction:  

The interactions we see within Exodus 19 are both a challenge and an encouragement. Our 

passage begins with the timeline to help us remember just how long the people of Israel had 

been travelling together for. We see Moses go to meet God on the top of Mount Sinai were God 

initiates the conversation as He brings to remembrance what He has done for His people. God 

then puts for the call to be His treasured possessions, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 

Moses then takes his message back to the people of Israel and together the agree to do all that 

the Lord has said.  

 

From our 1 Peter 2 reading we saw the link between how the people of Israel were enslaved by 

the Egyptians and God rescued them! Jesus did the same for us on the cross. We were trapped in 

our sin and all the things that broke our relationship with him. But He set us free. He has 

incredible things he wants to do through us! Just as God initiated conversation with Moses on 

the top of Mount Sinai, he draws us into relationship with Him through Jesus.  

Review: Who are we transformed to be? 

Our Identity: His Treasured Possession 

It was probably very surprising for the Israelites, a newly freed slave population, to be called 

God’s “treasured possession”. Being called God’s treasured possession is a privilege in the sense 

that there was nothing in particular that gave these people this distinction, nothing that they did, 

no special skills, abilities, or competencies, not something that they earned or 

deserved.  Nonetheless, this is what God calls them and sees their relationship with Him as.  



The phrase ‘treasured possession’ comes from a royal context and would be used to describe the 

set aside personal treasure of the monarch and his family. Since the whole country and its people 

would be considered the property of the king, he would truly delight in his own personal 

treasure. This is the metaphor God uses to describe the identity of Israel. God who owns and 

rules the whole earth and all nations yet has chosen to place Israel in a special personal 

relationship to his worldwide kingship.  

Our Role: A Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation. 

With our new affirmed identity as God’s special possession, what this entails is explained in the 

next verses. The role is to be a priestly and holy community in the midst of the nations. The call is 

to be available and to be used by God for His purposes among all people, for the world.  A priest 

was to represent the people to God, to be a bridge builder from the people to God and God to 

the people.  

To live as a holy nation meant to live wholly devoted to Him, to be set apart and live differently 

from the nations around them. Living as a collective, a holy nation was to be an example that 

other nations can look to, that can properly represent God. To be living out both wholly loving 

God and loving your neighbour.  

In 1 Peter 2, on the other side of the cross God calls us to live the same. As Christians, we are 

called God’s special possession, a chosen people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation. God is 

giving us this privilege (and challenge) in our time, our generation.  

 

Questions for Further Discussion: 

1. Take the different phrases used in our readings and explain in your own words how each forms 

a Christian’s identity? 

2. What did it mean that Israel could become a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, and God’s 

treasured possession? How then does this relate to the 1 Peter 2 passage? 

3. Reflect on the corporate nature of the new identity given to all believers? How does this 

change how we view those within our Christian community? 

3. Discuss this statement 

“Obedience to the covenant was not a condition of salvation but a condition of their mission”  

 

As a community or LIFE group how are you seeking to live out the call to be a royal priesthood, 

holy nation, God’s special possession TOGETHER? 

 

Discuss with your group one thing God has been challenging you on through this sermon and 

reflection notes. Take time to share how you might respond differently this week and pray for 

one another. 

 

Encourage members of the group to follow up the next time you meet to see how you are going 

following through on what God was challenging you about.  


