
Further discussion Material for 
AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY – with our Triune God 

1 John 1:1-10 
 
Introduction to ‘Authentic Community’ series 
Loneliness is increasingly an issue in the wider community. Technology has 
made it faster and easier to connect without really connecting. Our world is 
seeking genuine connection, relationship and belonging. We are offered this in 
our relationship with the triune God and this should empower us to offer this to 
others, both within and outside of Christian community. 
 
As disciples of Jesus, authentic community isn’t just something that should exist 
between believers. Firstly, it is an overflow of what we are offered in our 
relationship with the triune God. If we fail to understand this, then our efforts to 
grow an authentic community will be in our own strength, rather than 
empowered by God’s Spirit. Once we understand that authentic community, 
intimacy, relationship and connection is what we have been offered through 
Christ, it empowers us to offer it to others outside of the Christian community in 
demonstrating God’s love and welcome to them, flaws and all.  
Our community tends to see community as opposed to mission. The key shift is 
to see community as an integral part of our life with God and his mission in the 
world. Authentic Community, the move from isolated to connected isn’t 
something that just happens in our relationship with other believers, but in our 
relationship with God and our marketplace. 
 
‘Authentically connected with God’ – in fellowship with God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 
 
In the sermon on Sunday, key points were made about One God – three persons 
within the God-head.  Spend some time reflecting on the following passages and 
what  God the Holy Spirit is communicating about ‘God’. 

• The Father is God – 1 Cor 1:3, 8:6; Ephes 4:4-6 
• The Son is God – John 1:1-5, 14; John 10:30-33, John 20:28; Heb 1:6-8; 

Philippians 2:9-11 
• The Holy Spirit is God – Acts 5:3-4, 2 Cor 3:16-17 

If you are in a group context, share your reflections and then spend some time in 
quiet prayer asking God to guide you as you consider the following thoughts and 
questions. 
 

A. Passages of Scripture that mention the three persons of the triune God 
together: 

 
1. Matt 3:16, 17 
2. Mtt 28:19 
3. John 3:33-35 
4. John 14:26 
5. John 15:26 
6. John 16:13-15 
7. 2 Cor 13:14 
8. Eph 4:4-6 
9. Titus 3:4-6 



B. Fellowship with God is central to Christian faith – it is what it is all about; 
our close communion with God, living in Community with God.  Read 1 
John 1:1-4 again and then write down what you think ‘John’ is reminding 
his church about this relationship.  In particular; 

a. What is being said about their personal experience of the ‘Word 
become flesh’ – how can they be sure of what is being said about 
Jesus the Christ, the Son of God? 

b. This “Word” is the ‘Word of life’ (vs 1-2) – read together John 3:16-
2 and share what is being elaborated on and then what is John 
writing specifically about in his first letter before us this week? 

c. In vs 3-4, ‘John’ tells his readers that ‘we’ (meaning the community 
of Jesus’ followers) proclaim these things the readers and hearers 
can experience the fellowship that is “with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus”. You may like to also read over John 15 which is the 
passage where Jesus speaks of himself as the Vine and his 
followers as the branches and he exhorts them to ‘remain’ (abide) 
in Him.  Write down and share what you learn about this 
‘fellowship’ that John is now proclaiming to this young church 
community – REMEMBER, John was there on that night when Jesus 
spoke to his disciples – what John now writes to the church is 
deeply rooted in personal first hand experience. 

C. In the sermon on Sunday, a number of ides where shared about how we 
as disciples of Jesus, might foster and grow our relationship and 
‘fellowship’ with God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  As you read over 
these suggestions that come from the text of 1 John 1:1-10, consider what 
you might do, what posture you might take, what attitude you might 
foster, what decision you might commit yourself to and importantly and 
collectively, “How you might ‘BE’ before and while you ‘DO’? 

a. Read and apply the written Word of God. –  
i. vs 1 ff focuses on what the Apostle John has seen, 

personally experienced.  For us today, nothing is more 
important, when it comes to knowing God and abiding in 
fellowship with God, than to seek the Kingdom of God as we 
‘mine’ the scriptures for His Word to us.  (See also Lynn 
Pryor’s devotion on our GWAC App and on the Webpage, from 
last Sunday 10th Feb)  

b. Respond to the gift of LIFE  
(see John 1:11-12) “Those who received him, who believed in his 
name ….” What is your response to God the Son today and every 
day? 

c. Fellowship with triune God is kept alive by (see verse 9)  
i. confession,  

ii. forgiveness,  
iii. cleaning. 

1. How might you foster an attitude of surrender to 
God which regularly involves your expressed 
confession and your embracing of forgiveness and 
cleansing? 

D. As you reflect upon what it means to enjoy deep fellowship with God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, consider these words of Miroslav Volf .  the 
next sermon in this series looks more deeply at what it means to be 



connected authentically with other people as we live in community with 
the triune God. 

“Because the Christian God is not a lonely God, but rather a 
communion of three persons, faith leads human beings into 
the divine communion.  One cannot, however have a self 
enclosed communion with the triune God – a “foursome” as it 
were – for the Christian God is not a private deity.  
Communion with this God is at once also communion with 
those others others who have entrusted themselves in faith to 
the same God. Hence once and the same act of faith places a 
person into a new relationship both with God and with all 
others who stand in communion with God” (from The Church 
as the image of Community) 

 
 
 


