
   Further reading and Discussion Materials 

Growing into our Identity: 1 Peter 2:1-10 

SUMMARY:  

This week’s reading linked with Bree M sermon last week on loving one another deeply from the 

heart for we have been born again. Out of the transformation of our lives through the Gospel 

we have his command to love one another. The focus of this week is growing into our identity 

that God gives us (v9-10). We are to desire for this growth and out of this longing we respond by 

living in obedience to Him (v2-3). We are given a reminder that Jesus is the centre and 

foundation of that growth and as we come to Him, we become like Him (v4-8). God declares 

us His chosen people, royal priesthood, holy nation and special possession (v9-10). The believers 

Peter writes to are reminded that even though they are persecuted, rejected and abused, that 

they are God’s treasured possession, and he delights in them. He desires to grow and build 

them as his chosen people. 

As a group take some time to share your reflections from the Sunday teaching.  

• What did you sense God prompting you about? 

• What was your key take-away from the message? 

• How have you been going at putting that take-away into action? 

There is something within us that stirs us to want to grow, to want to do better, to want to live 

more like Jesus. More often than not we want to grow but get caught up in HOW to grow? Our 

materials today use the passage to show how Peter suggests how we can do that.  

Q. Before getting into the passage, discuss some of the ways you seek to grow up in your 

salvation? Either as a community or individually. 

1. Cultivate Desire (v1-3) 

Our passage starts with a command to get rid of any evil behaviours. 

Q. Take a moment now as a group to discuss the list presented to us in v1. What do you notice 

about this list?  

Whenever we see commands within the Scriptures it’s important to note that it is a call to 

obedience. As God asks His people to do something, our faithfulness in being obedient is 

important to Him.   

We are then presented with an image of a newborn baby craving milk. When you think of a 

child wanting milk or nourishment what do you think of? Milk is what babies depend on for 

survival; so, in their desperation for nourishment, they cry if they don’t have it. 

  Peter wants our longing for God to be like the longing of an infant for milk. 

Q. In your understanding and within the context of 1 Peter 1 & 2, what would you define spiritual 

milk as? How does Peter use the imagery of a ‘seed’ (1:23) and “new birth” (1:3,23) to 

compliment this imagery? 

Cultivate a desire for God enables us to grow. We need to have our heart and attitude in the 

right place so that God can build us up.  

Q. If we are to cultivate desire, what is should it be built on? What should it NOT be founded on? 
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2. Orientate Ourselves 

Thinking back to the things you discussed before – “ways you seek to grow up in your salvation”. 

We are now going to take a look at what Peter suggests we should do.  

Q. Read over v4-8. What actions do you notice we are called to do? What actions is God 

doing? 

Peter assumes his readers have this desire: as you come to him (v4). This is what you do when 

you have tasted that the Lord is good (v3). You keep coming back for more, like an infant who 

returns for more milk. Jesus is not a stranger you meet on an airplane and have a conversation 

with once. He is someone you return to day after day—learning from Him, following Him, loving 

Him.  

              This is challenge to reorientated ourselves so that we continually come to Jesus.  

God calls us to come to Him. Jesus wants us to know that He is accessible, because He wants to 

be approached. He wants us to come to Him.  

Q. As you think over this call to action, where might you see barriers or difficulties in orientating 

your life to come to Jesus? 

Out of the obedience to keep coming to Him, we see God’s response in v5. He will build us up. 

God is doing the building, not ourselves. The passage even shows us what we are being built up 

for. Not only are we living stones being built into a spiritual house for God's habitation, we are 

also a ‘holy priesthood’. In other words, we are not merely the passive building where God 

dwells; we are also called to live as the bridge between those who don’t know God and those 

who are in His family.  

Q. *If you have time* Discuss the imagery of Jesus, the Living Stone. What does it mean when 

Peter says, ‘you also, like living stones…’ How is it described elsewhere in the Bible?  

(Psalm 118:22, Mark 12:10-11, Acts 4:1, John 5:26) 

We are being built by God for His purposes. 

3. Live into His Mission 

Our reading ends with a beautiful picture of the identity God gives us, the identity that we are 

trying to grow into.  

  Use these references to help answer following questions. Ex 6:7, Ex 19:5-6, Is 43:20-12 

Q. What do you notice about the list of identities we are given? What is each role? Who does it 

benefit? 

As we read these verses as our collective identity, we may find ourselves thinking, “what now?”.  

Q. v9 gives us a picture of what to do next, “so that you may declare the praises of Him”. What 

might this look like for you in your context or marketplace?   

We are not hoarders of God’s goodness, but heralds of it. 

God does not call us to keep our relationship with him to ourselves. We may have had personal 

and intimate experiences with God as He meets us where we are at and transforms our lives. 

But this personal story should not be a private one. Peter would not allow us to separate who 

we are and what we do. The reason we are called God’s people is shaped by the call to tell 

the world about His goodness.   
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Questions for Further Discussion: 

1. Based on the section before, what is the motivation for putting aside these evil things such as 

malice and slander? 

2. What does it look like in your current context to ‘cultivate desire’ for God? 

3. Reflect on the corporate nature of the identity given to all believers (v9-10)? How does this 

change how we view those within our Christian community? How does it change how we see 

our role in God’s Mission? 

4. What is a cornerstone? What will happen to those who trust in the “Cornerstone?”  

5. Does "declaring God's praises" refer to singing, evangelism or something else? 

 

As a community or LIFE group how are you seeking to live out the call to share God’s goodness 

TOGETHER? 

 

Discuss with your group one thing God has been challenging you on through this sermon and 

reflection notes. Take time to share how you might respond differently this week and pray for 

one another. 

 

Encourage members of the group to follow up the next time you meet to see how you are 

going following through on what God was challenging you about.  
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Attached below are the sermon slides for your reference 
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