
Joel series (Sept 2019) 
‘You will praise the name of the LORD your God’ 

Week 3: Joel 2:18–32 
 
 

God has sent a locust plague that has devastated Israel. In prior weeks we have seen how God’s 
prophet Joel encourages God’s people to respond. They shouldn’t ignore this phenomenon but 
should recognise that God wants their attention (Week 1). This is a reminder of the pending ‘Day 
of the LORD’ when the LORD (= Yahweh/Jehovah) will bless his followers and judge his enemies, and 
Israel is called to recommit themselves to God and to pray for his mercy (Week 2). 
 
God’s first response (2:18–27) 

It seems that Israel heeded Joel’s advice! After half a book of growing threats (1:1–2:17), we now 
find half a book of promised relief (2:18–3:21). There have been two threats to Israel: the immedi-
ate agricultural disaster, and the longer-term judgment of God (‘the Day of the LORD’) of which this 
locust plague is an advance reminder. Joel’s chapters of relief address both these problems: God 
promises to repair the damage of the locusts, and to rescue his people when he judges his world. 

1. Read 2:18–27. Make a list of the ways God will reverse the locust plague, restore the land, and 
recompense his people. 

2. How does Joel expect the Israelites to respond? Look for the prophet’s direct instructions and 
also the language that he models for them. 

 
God’s reputation 

Back in 2:(12–)15–17, Yahweh called the people to passionate and urgent prayer. In particular, 2:17 
shows us that the people should make their pleas based on God’s reputation.1 

3. Review 2:18–27. What references are there here to God’s reputation (or to the reputation of 
his chosen people Israel)? How will the other nations view Israel and their God? 

4. Review your individual prayers and/or GWAC’s group prayers. How many of these prayers are 
focused on the reputation of God (and of his people) in the eyes of the wider nations?   
(For an extra challenge, consider what we make of prayers that God – for his glory – doesn’t 
answer in our favour.2 How might such lessons enhance the ways that we pray?) 

5. Practise praying, even right now, that God will act in ways that bring glory to himself.3  

‘Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. 
Missions exists because worship doesn’t.’ – John Piper 

                                                                                                                                                                               
1 You might want to review other such prayers in the Bible. Prominent Old Testament examples can be found in Exodus 
32:9–14, Numbers 14:1–19 and Daniel 9:(4–)15–19. Similar God-focused prayers can be found in the New Testament, 
such as 2 Thessalonians 1:11–12. 
2 We often delight that it suited God’s mission to answer prayers for Peter’s release from prison and pending execution 
(Acts 12:1–19). But do we think that the church failed to pray for the Apostle James – whom God let die (Acts 12:1–2)? 
What of Stephen (Acts 7:54–60) and Antipas (Revelation 2:12–13) and many others martyred already in biblical times 
(e.g. Revelation 2:10; 6:9–11; 20:4)? 
3 If you need a starting point, you might try adapting some of the prayers in footnote 1, or extending the famous prayer: 
‘Your kingdom come, your will be done…’ 



God’s second response (2:28–32) 

Along with these (shorter-term?) agricultural blessings, God also promises (longer-term?) spiritual 
blessing for his people. 

6. Read 2:28–32. Which words and phrases sound familiar, and which are more foreign? 

7. [OPTIONAL]  The promise of 2:28–29 is dramatic. (1) Did you see how the same phrase occurs at 
both the start and the end of these verses? (2) Are you familiar with the selective work of God’s 
Spirit in the Old Testament? Of many passages you could check, review the significant story of 
Numbers 11:10–30. Reflect on the weight of Moses’ wish in 11:29.4 

8. Much of this section in Joel is dramatically brought to pass on the day of Pentecost. (1) Read 
the effects of the Spirit poured out on the disciples in Acts 2:1–13. How is the content of their 
speaking described? (2) Notice how Peter quotes nearly all of Joel 2:28–32 in Acts 2:14–21 – 
and how Peter sees the outpouring of the Spirit as the reminder that God’s next stage in setting 
the world aright has now begun.5 

 
God’s lessons for today 

Of course, the many advantages that the Holy Spirit brings for Christian believers is worthy of study 
(many studies!) in itself. We need to focus on what we might find more directly from what Joel has 
been teaching. 

Joel seems to join the dots along these lines: (1) God’s people have (re)committed themselves to 
following him (Joel 2:12–17). (2) For the sake of his own reputation, God reverses the agricultural 
devastation on the land and on his people (2:18–27). (3) God will even, sometime after that, also 
bless them with a newer, widespread experience of his Spirit. (4) Especially with the benefits of 
New Testament hindsight (e.g. the books of John and Acts), we can see that the Spirit is especially 
concerned with promoting God’s reputation. The Spirit empowers God’s people to speak and live 
in ways that draw attention to him and that honour him. (5) We Christians are thus the fortunate 
descendants of Joel’s generation. We are gifted to continue God’s same mission in these newly 
empowered ways! 

9. Praise God, now and extensively, for the many blessings we have already received!! 

10. Worthy of much lengthy discussion – and a lifetime of commitment – write down some practi-
cal steps you can take this week to pray for things that promote God’s reputation. Write down 
some steps for how you can speak and live God’s praises in the eyes of other believers and in 
the eyes of those who don’t yet acknowledge God. 

11. Spend some time reflecting on and committing to some other steps that you might put into 
practice before the end of the year. 

12. Pray for the task force who are finalising GWAC’s next five-year vision, and for the incumbency 
committee and bishops who are discerning GWAC’s new lead pastor. May both processes grow 
us as a church ready, willing and able to participate in God’s mission. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
4 For more reading along these lines, note how God’s Spirit temporarily empowers various civic and creative leaders in 
Israel: skilled crafters (Exodus 31:1–6 ≈ 35:30–35); judges (Judges 3:9–11; 6:34–35; 11:30; 15:13–15); kings (esp. 1 Sam-
uel 10:1–11; 16:13–14); prophets (Micah 3:8). A number of New Testament passages reinforce the impression that the 
Spirit given by Jesus operates differently after Easter and Pentecost (esp. John 7:37–39; cf. 14:15–17; 16:7). 
5 Peter tweaks a few words from Joel. The most important of these is the opening phrase, where Joel’s ‘afterwards’ is 
now recognised by Peter as referring to ‘the last days’. In the Bible, ‘the last days’ begin in/after Jesus’ earthly ministry. 


