
Signed sealed delivered – 
the significance of the Resurrection of Jesus the Christ 

Luke 24:1-12, 36 
 
Introduction: 
In the sermon on Easter Sunday, Drew encouraged us to see the resurrection as a key part of what 
God was doing, ‘in Christ’ in his redemptive purpose and plan for creation.  The message of Jesus to 
his disciples gathered in the room as described in Luke 21:36 was simple yet profound; “Peace be 
with you”. This greeting is much more than a courteous exchange; there is a deeper theological 
interaction taking place here.   
Drew also spent time in the sermon, unpacking the significance of the apostolic ‘gospel’ that had 
been shared all who would listen and it will be helpful to revisit this a little too.   
 
Luke 24:1-12 
“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the 
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was 
still with you in Galilee: 7 “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.”’ 8 Then they remembered his words. 
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to 
them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips 
of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” 
------------- 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ 

1. The response of the ‘two men in clothes that gleamed” in vs 5 reads as one with a very 
abrupt tone; that’s because it is intended to be abrupt!  Reflect on the significance of both 
the ‘question’ asked and the ‘reminder’ given by these two men and write down your 
reflections so you can share them with others. 

a. The question – ‘why do you look for the living amoung the dead?’ 
 
 

b. The reminder – He is alive just as he said he would be. 
 
 

2. It is interesting to note that the response of the women to the message of the two men (see 
vs 8) was “Then they remembered his words”. Think about what it might be that they did 
remember and what might have been in their mind and heart as they reported back to the 
others in the room.  Reflect also on the response of the disciples, as recorded in vs 11 and vs 
12 – What are some of your reflections? 



3. Spend some time reflecting upon the depth, significance and implications of the words of 
Jesus in his greeting “Peace be with you” given that this is the first thing he has said to them 
as a group and keeping in mind what he has said previously to them as they journeyed along 
the road toward Jerusalem (as seen in past chapters of Luke)  

 
 
 
 
The significance of what the ‘gospel’ is -  
Drew highlighted in his sermon a number of implications for us as we reflect upon the Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus especially as noted in two accounts of what the gospel is, as seen by Paul. The 
first is a very brief account recorded for us in his letter to Timothy and the second is recorded for us 
in his letter to Corinth; both identify for us, exactly what this ‘declaration of good news’ is.  
 
2 Timothy 2:8-12.  
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which 
I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not 
chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 
11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 
If we died with him, 
    we will also live with him; 
12 if we endure, 
    we will also reign with him. 
 
A. In the Timothy passage, Paul profiles the following points – spend some time reflecting on 
these 6 points and then discuss some of the implications.  

1. Jesus is the Davidic descendant  
2. He lived and died –  
3. He was raised 
4. He is now King Jesus – (the Christ, messiah)  
5. What happens to Jesus now is ours – we died with him and we will live with him 
6. King Jesus rules eternally, and our salvation IN CHRIST, is understood in terms of us entering 

into this rule, alongside CHRIST. 
 
 
B. It appears therefore that ‘salvation’ incorporates not only individual salvation but also our part 
in God’s Kingly reign and rule in through Jesus the Christ.  

1. What does this mean for the way we think about ‘the message of salvation’? 
 
 

2. What does it mean for how we engage in God’s world? 
 
 

3. Salvation therefore is comprehended accurately as entering into ‘rule’ alongside Jesus – 
discuss this! 

 
 
 



1 Corinthians15 :1-8. 
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 
and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,[b]and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom 
are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
In Summary, then, Paul in this passage states: 

1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  
2. , 4 that he was buried, 
3. that he was raised on the third day 
4. 5 and that he appeared 

The comprehensiveness of what Jesus Christ has accomplished in his life, death and resurrection 
from the dead can be seen in this way 
JESUS DIED: 

1. WITH – us (identification with us – our humanity) 
2. INSTEAD OF US – representation and substitution –  

a. A physical death and a spiritual death  
3. FOR US – (Incorporation into the life of God) 

a. Sometimes called SALVATION – lets see it as all embracing.  
Galatians 4:4-6 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship.[b]6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba,[c] Father.’ 7 So you are no longer a slave, 
but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 
As you think about the reading from Galatians, discuss together the implications for 
you and for the life you are called to live. 
 

 
Bringing it together: 
Take some time to reflect again upon the greeting of Jesus to the disciples “Peace be with you”.   

A. In what way has the life death, resurrection and appearances impacted you and your 
relationships? 

 
B. Why is it important to see salvation through the death and resurrection of Christ, as so much 

more than personal salvation, important for the individual though it is? 
 

C. Spend some time asking the Holy Spirit to help and enable you to live as a disciple so that 
others will encounter Jesus the risen ascended and glorified King who rules and reigns today 
and forever. 


