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Introduction 

Exodus 15:1-21 records the first poem or song in the Bible.  It’s traditionally known as the ‘Song of the 

Sea’ because the Israelites might have sung it beside the sea, after God has rescued them from 

Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  Regardless of where it was sung, it celebrates God’s triumph over the 

Egyptians, and the way God cast the Egyptians (or ‘hurled’ them) into the sea. 

The song is God-centred, focussing on his character and his actions.  It poetically expresses the 

theological truths behind the events of chapters 1-14.  For example, v4: 

Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. 

We know from the narrative of chapters 1-14 that this isn’t precisely what happened; Pharaoh’s 

chariots and army chased the Israelites onto the parted Red Sea, and then God released the water 

that he was holding back, and drowned them.  The truth the song expresses is that it was God who 

was in control of the events of the Exodus. 

What fuels our praise:  a realistic appreciation of God’s character 

It is unpopular in these modern times to think of a God who judges, a God who rages against evil, and 

a God who jealously guards His own glory. 

But the Israelites praise God for being:  (you might like to check out these verses) 

 Their strength (v2) 

 A warrior (v3) 

 Majestic in power (v6) 

 Great (v7) 

 Angry (v7) 

 Awesome (v11) 

It’s not all destruction and power, however.  Thy also praise him for being:  (again, you might like to 

check out these verses) 

 Loving (v13) 

 Their guide (v13) 

 Their protector (vv16-17) 

Re-read Exodus 9:13-19. 

In that passage, we see that God says that: 

1. He could have destroyed the Egyptians totally by now if He had wished; and 

2. He raised Pharaoh up to show His power and so that His name would be proclaimed in all the 

earth. 

 



Reflect on how, in Exodus 1-14, we see the following aspects of God’s character revealed: 

His holiness:    His consistent and fierce opposition to evil 

His faithfulness:   His determination to fulfil His promises 

His gloriousness:   His commitment to see His name alone exalted 

Reflect on how, in the death of Jesus on the cross and resurrection to new life, we see the following 

aspects of God’s character revealed: 

His holiness:    His consistent and fierce opposition to evil 

His faithfulness:   His determination to fulfil His promises 

His gloriousness:   His commitment to see His name alone exalted 

You might wish to think about how you conceive of God, whether you picture God as being only loving 

and kind, or whether you see God in the fullness of His character. 

What fuels our praise:  remembering God’s actions–what He has done–and what he has promised 

to do 

In chapter 15 of Exodus, the Israelites praise God for what He has done.  In other words, they look 

back and praise God for his mighty saving work of bringing them out of slavery in Egypt, and 

triumphing over Pharaoh (vv1-12). 

In verses 13-18, the Israelites praise God for what He will do, what He has promised to do.  They know 

that He will do what He promised, because of His character; He is faithful, and fulfils His promises. 

The Exodus (that is, the Israelites being saved from Egypt) is the great salvation event of the Old 

Testament. 

In Exodus 15, the Israelites look forward to the fulfilment of God’s promises to make a great nation of 

them, and to inhabit the Promised Land. 

Several thousand years later, for us as followers of Jesus, our great salvation event is Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  We look back and remember God’s actions in sending his Son Jesus, who died for us and 

rose again. 

But we still live in an in-between time where we struggle against our sin, and many Christians overseas 

are brutally oppressed for being Christians.  We therefore look forward to God doing what He has 

promised to do:  redeem the whole creation and bring forth a new heavens and a new earth, with no 

more sin, death, decay or evil (think of the book of Revelation).  We can be confident that God will do 

what He has promised, because of His character–His faithfulness in fulfilling His word. 

You may wish to read Revelation 15:1-4, another song of the sea. 

(Hint:  the beast and its image stand for evil opposed to God, a lot like Pharaoh in Exodus.) 

(Further hint:  those who have been victorious over the beast and its image are those followers of 

Jesus who have patiently endured in following Him to the end – that is, us!) 

You might wish to spend some time praising God, either alone, or with a group of Christians, for His 

actions past, and promises to act in the future. 


