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Along the Road – thoroughly distracted! Luke 10:38-42 
 
Introduction: 
This reading from Luke 10 provides a strategic ‘pause and reflect’ moment for us as disciples who are 
on the road, journeying together with Jesus.  The encounter between Jesus, his disciples and the 
people of the household of Martha is the centre of a ‘three unit section’ of Luke’s gospel narrative:   
• Disciples are to love their neighbor –service to neighbor (10:25-37) 
• Disciples are to pay attention to the teaching of Jesus – devotion to Jesus (10:38-42) 
• Disciples are to be dependent on their good and gracious God – prayerfulness (11:1-13) 

Remembering that Luke has intentionally aligned these three encounters together enables us, as 
disciples in the 21st century to openly consider what this ‘three unit section’ means for us now. 
 
Something to ponder: 
‘Prayerfulness before the Father and devotion to Jesus issues in the readiness of the disciple for service 
to neighbor.’  What does this statement evoke or stir within you? 
 
‘Interplay’ in the narrative: 
In the sermon on the weekend (or download and listen before proceeding further), Drew highlighted 
three ‘interplays’, that occur in the text. (that is, the way in which two or more things or people have 
an effect on each other.) Each of them are real for the actual context of the encounter however, each 
also profiles potential other ‘interplays’ for people reading and learning from the narrative today. 
 
A ‘oikos’ interplay – vs 38 “Into her oikon” – Martha’s home and Martha’s rules.  The word rendered 
‘opened’ means entertained, welcomed, ‘what I have is yours so let me serve you with it’ attitude.  
Same word used in Luke 19:6 when Zacchaeus ‘welcomed Jesus gladly’.  As Martha opens her home to 
Jesus and his entourage, she also enters into an interplay with these visitors.  While she is wanting to 
host them, there is also expectations about how they will behave when they are in her home.  What 
we see is Jesus embarking on a session of teaching and it challenges the way Martha approaches things 
in her house-hold. So in vs 40 “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work”  
demonstrates Martha’s concern that Jesus’ activity and his allowing Mary to participate in the teaching 
‘workshop’, is messing with the rules of Martha’s house.  

 
For reflection: Is there anything about Marthas attitude and behavior:  
• that causes you concern? 
• That resonates with things you have seen in the contemporary church? 
• That resonates with personal feels you have about how you relate with and react to the 

prompting of the Spirit in your life?  
 

 
A cultural interplay –  

a. In vs 39 we are told that Mary sat in the space usually reserved for men and she 
engaged in teaching that would usually be for men.  Clearly Jesus had a much more 
embracing and inviting attitude and he welcomed male and female disciples to sit at his 
feet and listen.  Culturally, Mary would be expected to be with the women of the 
household, not with the men, but it is NOT Jesus expectation.  This is not the only time 
we see Jesus operating in such a way as to challenge the cultural norms.  The following 
passages are but a few found in Luke’s gospel that demonstrate the way Jesus 
challenged cultural norms. 

i. See Luke 7:36-50 
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ii. See Luke 5:27-32 
iii. See Luke 18:15-17 
iv. See Luke 19:1-10 

b. In vs 40 we are told that Martha is distracted by all the serving that had to be done.  The 
implication is that Martha wanted to spend time with Jesus, BUT it was obvious she 
couldn’t because of the cultural expectations that the host of the home provide for the 
guests. Martha is ‘distracted’ from paying attention to Jesus and instead, is being drawn 
toward fulfilling cultural expectations of being a ‘good host’. 

c. For reflection therefore,  
i. In response to the above two examples of cultural interplay, think a little about 

the way in which you ‘feel’ that your dedication to Jesus is either challenged or 
compromised by cultural expectations.   

ii. Are you able to identify times when you have found yourself flustered or pressed 
to do something that is not the ideal thing for a disciple of Jesus to be doing, but 
its just too difficult culturally to hold the line? 

 
A personal interplay – In vs 40 its recorded that Martha came to him and said …. Think about this a 
little more.  Jesus is teaching and she interrupts him in this activity.  Jesus is a rabbi, a teacher and she 
identifies him as such and yet her emotional state leads her to be very disrespectful and demanding, 
way beyond what would be seen as acceptable.  Her  personal feelings move her to publically 
challenge Jesus, to question his activity and his lack of care for Martha.  Equally important for Martha, 
she is wanting to Jesus to endorse her serving activity and to put Mary in her place.  
• If you are in a group setting, take some time to discuss this interplay and the associated 

interplays that may have taken place in this encounter.   
• As you reflect and discuss, can you identify any ‘interplay’ between yourself and what you learn 

of God through this passage? 
 
Making this real for your own life! 
The way that Jesus responds to Martha and by implication, to those watching on (remember, this all 
happened in public view within the household) does have implications for us today.  In his sermon, 
Drew made the following comments about Jesus. 
 
• He shows he does care about Martha – ‘Martha, Martha.’ - this is not a harsh rebuke – it’s a 

very tender response – Lets not bring our culture into play in the reading of “Martha, Martha” –
This is a “Martha, Martha, I know you, I know your name, I love you and know your pain, but 
its unnecessary pain – you are unduly concerned and upset” 

• He also tells her that right now there is only one thing that’s important, its not the cultural 
issue of male and female, nor the household authority  issue, its about whether you will 
prioritise me in your life NOW –  

• He directs Martha back to Mary – note this important shift that Jesus makes.  Martha is the 
one who first raised concern about Mary so now Jesus clarifies what Mary has done and gently 
encourages Martha to reconsider exactly what Mary has indeed done.  He tells her ‘Mary has 
made the right choice; she has chosen to devote herself to me and my teaching’.  And in 
keeping with the interjection that Martha makes when challenging Jesus (Lord, don’t you care 
about me?) Jesus now is asking Martha ‘will you rethink cultural, personal and social 
expectations and devote yourself to me, with everything that you have?’ 

 
Next Week: we will explore what it means for us to trust in God’s provision as we devote ourselves to 
Jesus and position ourselves to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
  


