
Surrender + Trust  = Transformation – John 3:1-16 

Further discussion and Reflection notes 
 

Introduction: 

In the sermon on Sunday Drew highlighted the fact that the encounter between Jesus and 

Nicodemus is more in keeping with a Kingdom Clash than a friendly visit at night by a secret 

sympathizer of this new Jewish sect.  Some things to note in support of this: 

 The prologue of Johns gospel is all about the Word of God, entering the world and yet the 

world did not accept him (1:10-11)  

 The Light of the Word shines in a dark world (1:5,9) 

 The Pharisees had been sent to question John the Baptiser about what he was doing and 

teaching, because his activity was contrary to the tradition of the elders.  (the Pharisees 

were strict upholders of both Mosaic law and tradition of the elders and in many ways, 

saw them selves as religious ‘police’) 

 Jesus actions in Jerusalem (2:13ff) would not have been well received by the Pharisees. 

 In summary, the incarnation of the Word, the gift of Jesus the Christ to the World, is God’s 

plan of salvation as He fulfills his redemptive purpose in bring humanity back into 

relationship with himself.  Within this plan, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is  

 

Questions to stimulate further reflection: 

 

1. Verse 1 tells us three things about the person visiting Jesus 

a. A Pharisee 

b. A man with common Greek name – Nicodemus 

c. A Palestinian Jewish man of an elite ruling class family 

2. Take some time to consider the significance of what this tells us about this visitor – note 

the things that Drew identified in his sermon on Sunday.  Record any thoughts or 

reflections. 

a. NOTE: A significant point that Drew raised in his sermon was that Nicodemus was 

most likely an intentionally selected delegate of the Jewish authorities who is 

dispatched to meet with Jesus.  If this is the case, what does it say about the intent 

of the man who visits? 

3. Further to the above, verse 2 tells us that this man visited Jesus at night and made an 

introductory statement: 

a. Discuss the possible reasons for the author of the gospel stating that he visited at 

night. Remember to consider the social context of the day and who would see what. 

4. What might be Jesus’ agenda in responding the way he does in verse 3 and in verse 5 – in 

particular, list the things that Jesus actually identifies or states? 

5. Jesus introduces the term “Kingdom of God” in verse 3.  What link is there between this 

term and the ‘clash of Kingdoms’ that is seen as Jesus enters the time and space of 

humanity and moves towards the cross.   

6. Nicodemus makes two attempts to justify his position to Jesus and then goes silent – see vs 

4 and vs 9.  What appears to be the main blockage for Nicodemus in hearing the truth from 

Jesus? 

7. Think about the significance of Jesus saying “Flesh gives birth to flesh and Spirit gives birth 

to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying ‘You should be born again from above’” 

(vs 6-7)  What is the connection between this statement by Jesus, his further comment in 

verse 15 and what Paul goes on to write in Ephes 2:8-9. 

 

Wrap-up: 

As Jesus completes his comments to Nicodemus, he makes the direct link between his sacrifice on 

the Cross and eternal life.  He has already spoken of ‘the Kingdom of God’ so consider what the 

reign and rule of God in the person of Jesus the Christ, has to do with this passage? 


