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Along the Road – Prayer for Mission! Luke 11:1-13 

 
Introduction: 
As the disciples follow Jesus along the road, they are part of the resolute activity of Jesus as he makes 
his ‘exodus’ toward Jerusalem (See Luke 9:28-31).  What we have seen in recent chapters of Luke’s 
gospel, is his provision of bread, miraculous healings, the offering of forgiveness of sin, and direct 
battle with the powers of darkness.  All of this is a foretaste of what is to come as God achieves his 
redemptive purpose in the death and resurrection of Jesus in Jerusalem and the ushering in of his reign 
and rule as the Kingdom of God is established.   
 
With this as a backdrop, we find Luke helping us appreciate the work of Jesus as he helps his disciples 
step into that which is to be their collective mission as part of the Kingdom of God.  The disciples, 
having just witnessed Jesus’ prayer time, approach him and ask him to teach them.  This is not the first 
time they have seen him pray, and it is certainly not the first time he has provided them with teaching 
on prayer, as the teaching from the sermon on the mount in Matthew 6 demonstrates. In response to 
the question from the disciples about prayer, Jesus focus on this occasion is to exhort them as to their 
approach to God and assure them of the ‘heart’ of God, as they approach in prayer. 
 

A. The model of Prayer that Jesus taught (11:2-4) in the light of Matthew 6. 
1. Consider what is provided in Matthew and what it adds to our understanding. 

Does the absence of the Matthew material lessen the teaching Jesus provides his disciples – 
as recorded in Luke 11? 

2. Jesus instruction on prayer to his disciples, exhorts them to address their prayers to 
‘Father’. In the sermon on this passage, the following clarifications are offered – consider 
them and reflect on relevant significance for original context. 

 The Greek word ‘Pater’ linked to the Aramaic ‘abba’ indicates both intimacy and 
authority in connection with the ensuing relationship being spoken of. 

 In keeping with the overarching theme of Jesus making the ultimate ‘exodus’ (see 
9:28-31 and 44) it appears there is also another layer of teaching concerning the 
depth of relationship and the redemptive purpose of God, in Jesus reference to 
‘Father’ – see Exodus 4:22 and consider what is being highlighted. 

 It is apparent from both the variations of the model (Matthew and Luke) as well as 
the fact that the early church in Acts chose to address their prayers to God in a 
variety of ways, that it’s the attitude and manner in which prayer is offered, more 
than the words used, that is of importance.  If we accept that the early church was 
not being directly disobedient (see Acts 4:24 and 9:10 as examples) what is the 
significance intended to be communicated by the word ‘Father’? 

3.  The declaration early on, that God is Holy and that ‘your Kingdom come’ indicates 
something of significance for the disciples as they learn to pray and relate with God; reflect 
on this, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit as you learn more about, and from God. 

4. It is because of God’s reign and rule, that we can have confidence in bringing our requests 
to God. Reflect further on what it might mean for the disciples to 

 Request daily bread 

 Request forgiveness of sin in the context of them forgiving those in sin against them. 

 Request not to be led into trials / temptation. (Note: The thrust of the above request 
concerning temptation seems to be an encouragement from Jesus that the disciples 
ought to ask God to “not let them succumb to trials and be seduced into sin.) 
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B. The model is explained (5-13) 
The disciples have asked Jesus to teach them, so we find here in Luke’s record the extended 
teaching he gives by way of explaining the approach the disciples ought to take. The 
explanation is given in two general sections; first, Jesus focuses on the way the disciples are to 
approach God (5-10) and secondly, Jesus explains something about the heart of God in 
responding to their prayers (5-8). 
  
1. Jesus provides a parable to press home a point (5-8). 

 Vs 9 – ‘So I say to you’ – Jesus clearly addresses the disciples. 
Reflect on what it means for them (and us today) to do what Jesus says 
ASK – 
SEEK – 
KNOCK – 

2. Jesus now further explains prayer, from the perspective of God, their heavenly Father. 

 The comparison is between earthly ‘Fathers’ who are evil, yet still do care for their 
children and ‘your Father in heaven’. 

 The promise is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

                   For Reflection and Discussion 

 Consider the implications of 
- God’s kingly rule and reign is being manifest through his kingdom now. 
- God is ‘heavenly father’ therefore he is the kingdom provider. 
- This kingdom provider will give the Holy Spirit – not just a single provision, but 

the provision of the one who brings conviction, teaching, empowering through 
gifts, transformation through his fruit so that we become Christ like (see 
Ephesians 4:11ff, Galatians 5). 
 

C. Consider and discuss the following. 
      
1. This ‘prayer’ is the model ‘Disciples prayer’ not the Lord’s prayer. 
2. The prayer as a model is provided by Jesus for his disciples who are on a journey into 

maturity as a community on God’s mission. – What is involved for them? 
3. What place is prayer to have in God’s mission – consider the “our daily bread”. 
4. The communal aspect of the prayer is instructive for us with respect to being on mission 

together. 
 

      Conclusion  

 Will you dare pray this prayer – will you make this model from Jesus, your prayer? 

 What aspect of your life needs God’s grace and mercy and transforming power so 
that you might more readily apply the model and make it a reality in your 
relationship with God – father, son and Holy Spirit – and with your church 
community? 
 

 
  


