
How Have You Loved Us?  

Further reflections on Malachi 1:1-5 

(This material is provided by Discussion material provided by Monty Ferriera;  
a Student Minister on Placement at GWAC)  

 

The sermon was opened with describing some of Israel’s journey to this point. We learned 
that they had rebuilt the Temple under the leadership of Ezra and also part of the wall with 
the help of Nehemiah. However, they had started to become apathetic and doubt in God’s 
love for them. 

1. Share within the group why you think Israel had become apathetic and doubtful of 
God’s love for them. Also, what are some reasons why people might become 
apathetic and doubtful in their faith today? 

 
2. How did God deal with Israel’s apathy and doubt in this text, but also throughout 

Israel’s history? Think of some specific examples. 
 

God explained that he chose Jacob (Israel), but hated/rejected Esau (Edom) vv. 2b-3 

3. How do you personally understand God’s sovereignty? And how do you hold the 
tension between his sovereignty and our free will to choose? (see for example 
Genesis 25:19-23 and Romans 9:9-13) 

Sometimes we might find ourselves in a place where we genuinely ask God “How have you 
loved us?”  

4. Is there anyone in the group who has experienced a situation like this? (If someone 
in the group is willing, perhaps they could share a testimony of how God had shown 
His love to them in a time they had doubt). 
 
 

5. What role do our feelings play in relation to the fact that God loves us? 
 

6. Thinking of some more biblical examples, is there a difference in how God deals with 
people who have doubts of an apathetic nature vs people who doubt, that are truly 
in a dark and lonely place? 

 
 

7. What does Romans 8:37-39 mean to you? 
 

8. Looking outward, how would you explain God’s love to an unbeliever? 


